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Dean's Message

Dear Alumni and Friends:

Spring marks the end of another exciting academic year at the Law School.

Once again we had a remarkable first-year class.

Our incoming class will continue this trend. By all accounts, this fall we will reach our

admission goals by matriculating a full-time day class of 150 students. The incoming class

will be the first in the history of this law school to be educated in three sections during

the first year. The small section size might be familiar to many of the alumni who were

evening students, while our day students learned in much larger groups. We have made a

commitment to becoming smaller to increase the already high rate of interaction between

our students and the faculty. This approach to teaching of the law is nothing new at West-

ern New England College School of Law. For many years we have been recognized for

having an excellent first-year program. This year we will improve upon this program by

keeping the section size at 50 students each. The implementation of this program has

placed Western New England College School of Law in the company of just a dozen law

schools in the country with first-year section sizes of 50 or less.

in August we introduce our first LLM. degree program.

The LL.M. in Estate Planning and Elder Law will be a significant achievement and

is distinguished as unique among Master ofLaws programs.

The other exciting change in our academic program will occur in August when we intro-

duce our first LL.M. degree program. The LL.M. in Estate Planning and Elder Law will be

a significant achievement and is distinguished as unique among Master of Laws programs.

The Western New England College School of Law program will be one of only three in the

nation specializing in estate planning, and the only such program offered in the Northeast.

Seventy-seven million baby boomers are approaching retirement age. While there are

many attorneys concentrating their practice in the area of estate planning, the level

of expertise that will be needed and the number of clients that will be seeking legal

expertise will be overwhelming.

During the many receptions that 1 have attended this past year, whether it is was a small

group in San Francisco, the annual Springfield luncheon, or the attendance-breaking

reunion program in October, 1 have enjoyed meeting and sharing stories with alumni,

many for the third or fourth time. 1 never tire of hearing the stories and of the affection

those alumni feel for the Western New England College School of Law. 1 look forward to

seeing many of you at the Reunion this fall for alumni with class years ending in zero and

five to be held on the weekend of September 23 and 24, 2005. As in the past two years,

the Reunion will be held at the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

As always, I welcome your suggestions and comments.

Sincerely,

Arthur R. Gaudio

Dean and Professor of Law

PERSPECTIVES



Lacrosse and the Law:

Joel Castleman '87 Inducted into the Downes Hall of Fame
By Mary Mazzaferro

In the fall of 1984, a dark cloud hung over the Western New England

College men's lacrosse team as it practiced at Suprenant Fields. After a

disappointing spring, and lacking a coach for the upcoming season, the

burgeoning "LAX" program was struggling to stay alive.

College Athletics Director Eric Geldart

approached law student Joel Castleman to take

on the coaching post. Prior to law school,

Castleman taught and coached at Cushing

Academy in Ashburnham, MA. A standout for

Longmeadow High School and Colby College,

he possessed both the playing and coaching

experience that the College desperately needed.

With the obligations of part-time work at

his father's Springfield law firm and a full

course schedule, Castleman initially declined

the invitation. Instead, he recommended fel-

low law student Dan O'Connell, whom he

previously had coached.

Despite the efforts of O'Connell and his co-

coach Chris Grant '87, the young team failed to

gain momentum and the program was again in

jeopardy.

The players implored Geldart to recruit

Castleman. Castleman agreed with one edict to

Geldart, "I will not coach a team of just 1 5

players; get me at least 25 if you are serious."

At a meeting in January of 1 986, junior

Peter Black '87 presented Coach Castleman

with the requested number. "There were 25

bodies at the meeting," recalled an amused

Castleman, "but probably only eight lacrosse

players among them."

Castleman said, "They were just the greatest

bunch of guys. Every player worked hard and

never complained. They appreciated that 1

wasn't some old codger, and that I wasn't too

young for the job either. There was a healthy

mutual respect that led to some lasting

friendships."

Black in particular considers Castleman to

be "one of my dearest friends to this day. He
was very fair in terms of getting all the players

into the game and never ran up the score to

embarrass another team, which speaks to his

sense of sportsmanship. In coaching my own
boys, and in my business as a sales leader, I

apply the life lessons he taught me every day.

His impact on my life is immeasurable."

Castleman regrets that a change in schedul-

ing prevented Black from earning a college

career record of 100 goals. "In the second to

last game, I took Peter out in a blow-out against

Nichols College and put in a new player to get

a chance to score." The final game with St.

Anselms was unexpectedly cancelled, and

Black retired with just 99 goals.

"That whole season was a great ride. No one

in the Pilgrim League expected us to win. The

players were very driven. Peter did so much for

the program. It was great to win it for him,"

recalled Castleman.

Castleman went on to compile a 32-14

record in four years (1986-89), the first four win-

ning seasons in the College's history, earning

him induction into the 2004 Western New Eng-

land College Downes Hall of Fame. According

to Ken Cerino, Director of Athletic Communica-

tions, "His squad posted a 10-1 record in 1987

and captured the program's first Pilgrim League

Tournament title in only its sixth year of exis-

tence. More importantly, he started the winning

tradition in men's lacrosse at Western New Eng-

land College that continues to this day."

Now a solo practitioner in Springfield spe-

cializing in real estate, divorce, and personal

injury law, Castleman can take pride in the

legacy that he began. He calls the College's

new Golden Bear Stadium "incredible," and

cheered on the 2004 team when it set a school

record with 14 wins and captured its first-ever

ECAC Division 111 New England Tournament

championship.

With the aid of cortisone shots and raw

enthusiasm, he kept knee injuries from college

and club play at bay running down the field as

an official for 1 1 years, officiating in three NCAA
Tournament games and three Massachusetts

State High School Championship games.

In 1988, he founded the Pioneer Valley

Summer Lacrosse League for men and served as

its commissioner for seven years. He currently

works for the United States Intercollegiate

Lacrosse Association (USILA) and the NCAA
observing collegiate officials in New England to

help them improve their skills.

Among his greatest honors was when his

former Western New England College players

helped to establish the "Joel Castleman Award"

given to a senior men's lacrosse player who best

exemplifies enthusiasm, dignity, hard work, and

sportsmanship.

"To have that award with my name on it

sitting in the trophy case is one of my greatest

and most humbling honors," said Castleman.
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By Mary Mazzaferro

Like urban legends for the financial set,

predictions of the greatest transfer of

wealth in U.S. history have taken on

modern day mythical status. A decade ago, forecasts by Cornell

economists Avery and Rendall put the transfer of assets from the

WWII Generation to the Baby Boomers to Generation X at more

than $10 trillion over the next 40 years. More recent assessments

put that figure just over $40 trillion. Whichever of these forecasts

proves closest to reality, today's financial consultants and estate

planners must prepare now to enter a new era in which their

clients' focus will shift from wealth accumulation to asset

preservation and transfer.

A large part of asset preservation and fiduciary administration,

particularly for the middle class, will involve planning for a

longer life and protecting assets from the drain of long-term

healthcare costs.



Focus

"The middle class has limited ability to self-finance. Before they are faced with

chronic disability, they need advice on maximizing personal and public funds."

Carol Cioe Klyman '96

Carol Cioe Klyman '96, an attorney in the estate

planning department at Shatz, Schwartz, and

Fentin, P.C. in Springfield, MA, says the cornerstone

of her specialty is building a long-term relationship

with clients. "It's an art that takes a lifetime to

learn. It's critical to earn a client's trust, to listen to

what they are saying and not saying, to fully under-

stand where they are coming from."

Much of that understanding is derived from asking

the right questions. In this capacity, Klyman, a

board member of the Estate Planning Council of

Western Massachusetts, a member of the National

Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and a Director

and past Vice President of the Massachusetts chap-

ter, has a special advantage. Prior to attending law

school, Klyman spent 20 years as a journalist, writ-

ing for such publications as Newsweek, Esquire,

and the New York Times, and reporting for the Palm

Beach Post, Miami Herald, and Berkshire Eagle.

From interviewing to writing—Klyman draws many
parallels between her two careers. "In journalism

and in law you have to think on your feet," she

says. While she misses the immediacy and pace of

news reporting, "especially on election night," she

continues to write about estate planning and is a

frequent lecturer on such topics as elder law, long-

term care issues, estate planning, and tax matters.

Klyman says most clients begin estate planning

"first when they have children and then again at

around age 50 when children are grown." Near age

60, Klyman sees a shift in her clients' focus to asset

preservation. "It's a very real issue given our health-

care crisis. Even people who have means need to

plan if they or their spouse become sick and need

long-term care. The middle class has limited ability

to self-finance. Before they are faced with chronic

disability, they need advice on maximizing per-

sonal and public funds."

A growing area of her practice is estate planning for

elders with disabled adult children. "These people

have taken wonderful care of their children all of

their lives. Their concern is, 'What will happen to

my child when 1 diei" It's very stressful for them.

Often the parent will create a special needs trust to

supplement gaps in government benefits programs

and help the child live the best life possible. If an

elder doubts his or her ability to pick the right

trustee, or family is not available, we also can help

the client choose the right person."

Sometimes families, even with the best-executed

plans, end up in court. "Litigation is not the happi-

est part of my practice," says Klyman, "but it has

taught me to be a better draftsperson. You want to

make sure the document is airtight and clear." She

observes that, "people will waste a lot of money
fighting over 'things' that are often overlooked —
like who gets the Hummels. It's the unexpected

things that can come back to haunt you."

Counting Down to the

Great Inheritance Boom

With an office in Sarasota, PL, Attorney David K.

Cahoone '85 of Esperti Peterson & Cahoone, will

have a front row seat to the great inheritance

boom. Both a partner in the group's law firm and

its estate planning consulting firm, Cahoone
focuses his practice on high net-worth clients

whose estates typically exceed $25 million.

It was Professor Frederick Royal's Taxation course

that inspired Cahoone's interest in the field. "It

was exciting, practical, relevant, and fun," recalls

Cahoone.

After earning his j.D., Cahoone immediately went

on to earn an LL.M. in Taxation. Today in addition

to practicing law, he teaches attorneys, financial

advisors, and accountants sophisticated estate

planning strategies through the Advanced Wealth

Institute LLC.

"Practitioners need specialized training today more than ever.

Federal and state regulations and the 2001 Tax Act make planning more complex,

requiring changes to virtually everyone's estate plans."

David K. Cahoone '85
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Cahoone has written and lectured extensively on

such subjects as Strictly Business: Planning Strate-

gies for Privately Owned Businesses (co-editor, Den-

ver: Quantum Press, 2002). He is the coauthor of

The Living Trust Workbook: How You and Your

Legal Advisors Can Design, Fund, and Maintain Your

Living Trust Plan and Secure Your Family's Future

(Viking-Penguin, 2001). He also has appeared on

numerous television and radio programs.

Like Attorney Klyman, relationship building is piv-

otal to the success of Cahoone's practice, both

with his elder clients and their adult children who
may also retain him in the future. "For wealthier

clients there is a desire for intergenerational pas-

sage of wealth so building bridges between the

generations is important."

From the perspective of both an attorney and

legal instructor, Cahoone envisions tremendous

opportunity for attorneys in his specialty. "The

Baby Boom generation is 77 million strong. What

a great growth area!"

Cahoone sees education beyond the ).D. as

essential for attorneys and financial planners to

navigate the complexities of the field, either

through intensive programs like those he teaches

or post-graduate programs such as the new LL.M.

in Estate Planning and Elder Law scheduled to

launch at Western New England College School

of Law this fall.

"Estate Planning is so complicated. Practitioners

need specialized training today more than ever.

Federal and state regulations and the 2001 Tax

Act make planning more complex, requiring

changes to virtually everyone's estate plans. From

healthcare regulations to HIPPA and Medicaid,

there's so much to know, you just can't be a gen-

eralist; today you must have advanced training."

One topic about which Cahoone both lectures

and writes is "Interdisciplinary Practice: Working

Together with Other Professionals." Says

Cahoone, "There is often a lot of ego involved.

Everyone wants to be 'the captain.' We teach

financial and insurance professionals, and legal

specialists team-building skills to help them work

together to achieve their clients' dreams."

SI ESTATE PLANNING AND ELDER LA
BE OFFERED AT THE SCHOOL OF L

"The establishment of the program for a Master of Laws

in Estate Planning and Elder Law is a tremendous benefit

to practitioners in our area," says Hyman Darling '76, an

attorney at Bacon & Wilson P.C., in Springfield.

"The program and its proposed curriculum present excit-

ing opportunities for many local practitioners to pursue a

post-graduate professional degree to prepare for special-

ization in this field. The benefits are significant to both

the graduates of the program and the clients who will be

better served by their attorneys. The School is to be com-
mended for its foresight in creating this program, and in

choosing to make it an estate planning specialization and

not a master's degree in taxation."



"Every estate is different, every financial plan is different. One needs to re-evaluate

his or her plan every two to three years or every year if there is a change

in family circumstances or an inheritance."

Gerald M. Driscoll 72

Planning for the Future

Gerald M. Driscoll '72, approaches estate

planning from the financial side, having a

background in investments, trust administra-

tion, and estate planning within trust depart-

ments of banks.

A native of Springfield, Driscoll received

bachelor's and master's degrees in economics.

Mr. Driscoll received a J.D. from the School of

Law while working full-time in the Trust

Department of the former Valley Bank & Trust

Co. He is a member of the Massachusetts Bar

Association.

Driscoll relocated to Hagerstown, MD, work-

ing in investments, and estate and financial

planning for 22 years at the Hagerstown Trust

Co., followed by eight years at Farmers & Mer-

chants Bank & Trust. He is currently employed

with TCA TrustCorp America, a Washington,

DC-based company, as Senior Vice-President

and Senior Trust Officer at its Hagerstown,

MD, office.

Driscoll works with local attorneys, insurance

agents, stockbrokers, and financial planners to

advise clients on all aspects of financial plan-

ning. This planning may include investment

accounts, wills, and living and testamentary

trusts. With increasing federal estate exemp-

tions along with wealth accumulation, he

observes that clients are now more aware of

the benefits of financial planning, including

naming a qualifying executor, trustee, and

guardian of minor children to protect their

assets for their heirs.

His clients are gifting to their children, grand-

children, charities, and colleges to reduce

their estate and federal estate taxes. The gift

tax annual exclusion allows his clients to give

any number of family members up to $1 1,000

each in assets, $22,000 if the spouse joins in

the gift.

Typically two events compel clients to draft a

will, trust or both to put their financial house

in order. The first is dealing with the probate

of a parent's estate. The second, surprisingly, is

taking a vacation. Says, Driscoll, "People who
delay planning until they are about to take a

trip will not, in most cases, have their finan-

cial plan completed. Financial plans take

weeks or even months in complicated estates

to properly distribute assets."

He advises, "Every estate is different, every

financial plan is different. One needs to

re-evaluate his or her plan every two to three

years or every year if there is a change in fam-

ily circumstances or an inheritance."

A New Era in Planned Giving

The transfer of wealth from the WWII Gen-

eration, what Tom Brokaw called, "The Great-

est Generation," to later generations presents

opportunities and challenges for charitable

organizations.

"The WWII Generation grew up with a sense

of sacrifice and civic responsibility. Giving

something back to make a better world was
taken for granted in that generation. The
wealth being transferred was created in that

generation and, in many cases, is going to

those who were supported by it. Baby
Boomers and Generation Xers have a different

relationship with wealth," says Peter McAvoy
'94, Assistant Vice President for Gift Planning

at the UConn Foundation.

"Baby Boomers and Generation Xers have a different relationship with wealth."

Peter McAvoy '94
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Before law school McAvoy supervised renova-

tions for colleges and planned to use his law

degree in real estate and construction law. He
began work in planned giving for higher educa-

tion directly out of law school. "I always saw

buildings on a campus as crucial components

in how education affects people's lives. I

accepted a position at Mount Holyoke College

expecting I'd get a 'real' job in a short time.

Within three months of working in fundraising, I

knew development work was a good opportu-

nity to exercise my legal skills, weaving what's

best for a philanthropic individual with the

needs of the institution, to the end of 'building'

something that positively affects people's lives.

"The inheritance boon has the potential to

impact many lives," says McAvoy. "Despite

decreased estate tax incentives, we're seeing an

increase in bequests across the board; we're

also experiencing more baby boomers establish-

ing income enhancing gifts at a younger age.

"A marked difference between generations is

that today women are taking a current role in

philanthropy. In earlier generations, women
were less likely to create wealth themselves.

When they finally were given responsibility for

the assets through inheritance, the most likely

charitable contributions came at death. Having

experienced privation in the past, they were

frightened, 'this is all I will ever have, I cannot

possibly give it away during life.' The knowl-

edge that the causes they believed in would be

carried forward at their deaths was, and is,

important to women of this generation. Younger

women, with increasing earning potential, are

making significant contributions during life."

States McAvoy, "Bequests are an excellent

means of exclaiming what it is a person stands

for. The act of looking outside oneself to support

others provides donors with a sense of personal

satisfaction. Making contributions during life

multiplies that sense of personal satisfaction. In

my estimation, giving to higher education is one

of the best investments you can make with the

goal of improving life for everyone."

He especially enjoys helping contributors estab-

lish scholarships. He asserts, "Scholarships are

truly the gift that keeps on giving. The donor

receives tax savings, the scholarship fund

educates one or more students each year

—

potentially forever—and the recipients are pro-

vided an opportunity to become better citizens.

Ultimately, they are able to contribute their own
good to society.

"Financial professionals too often believe that

saving taxes is the primary reason for making

gifts. Surveys of affluent donors state other-

wise— their charitable impulse is motivated

out of a sense of obligation, to pay back a debt

owed to society, or to the institution that laid

the groundwork for the donor's success," says

McAvoy.

McAvoy says a law background has become
commonplace among planned giving profession-

als, especially in healthcare and higher educa-

tion. He sees the School of Law's new LL.M. in

Estate Planning and Elder Law as excellent prepa-

ration for advancement in his field. "The J.D. is

very useful, but when working with the planning

needs of families and business owners, the LL.M.

delivers the most clout."

DO YOU NEED TO REFER A CLIENT TO AN
ESTATE PLANNING OR ELDER LAW EXPERT?

Whether you need to locate an attorney in your area

as a referral for a client or for your own needs, you

can find fellow graduates through the Western New
England College School of Law online Alumni Finder.

Visit www.law.wnec.edu/alumni and be sure that your

own contact information is included there too!

PERSPECTIVES
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The New England Black Chamber of Commerce:

Growing
\frican American

" Business By Manon L. Mirabelli

Aimee Griffin Munnings '03 went to the School of Law and earned her

law degree with no intention of becoming a working attorney. Instead,

she focused her attention on the betterment of the community and is

using her legal education as the key to empowerment.

These days, Griffin Munnings is

using her professional and educa-

tional background to support an

initiative that is gaining ground both

locally and regionally. The Director of

Operations for the Western Massachusetts

Training Consortium, Griffin Munnings

established the New England Black Cham-
ber of Commerce three years ago and is

working to recruit more members. She is

the Executive Director of the organization.

"I felt I needed to do something—

I

needed to do more to network and sup-

port the community," she said. "The New
England Black Chamber of Commerce
(NEBCO is dedicated to economically

empowering and sustaining African Ameri-

can communities through entrepreneur-

ship and capitalistic activities."

The Chamber's primary focus is on

small business—those with five or fewer

employees—and encourages small busi-

ness owners to join the New England

Black Chamber of Commerce to foster

microenterprise growth.

"The NEBCC supports the development

of networks of individuals, businesses,

churches, and associations committed to

strengthening the African American com-

munity through entrepreneurship and col-

laboration," she said.

The daughter of civil rights activist par-

ents. Griffin Munnings looked to the

creation of the New England Black Cham-

ber of Commerce as the means to begin

"eradicating economic blight, despair, and

distress within the African American busi-

ness community.

"I saw the frustrations of people trying to

build a business in the Black community,"

she said. "We're all about giving hope."

Thus far, the chamber has been well

received locally. Supporters include influen-

tial members of the community such as

Ronald Copes, Vice President of MassMu-

tual Financial Group; Henry Thomas '83,

President of the Urban League of Spring-

field; and Anthony Dolphin, Chairman and

Chief Executive Officer of SpringBoard

Technology Corporation as well as a West-

ern New England College Trustee.

The organization. Griffin Munnings
said, is not just for the "Black business

community, but for anyone interested

in business development. People can

either say business within the Black com-

munity is awful, or they can get together to

make a difference where there is no

hope."

Part of her vision for the chamber is for

the organization to provide programs for

business development in the African

American community and to create

opportunity for young adults striving to

improve their lives.

Griffin Munnings cites Professor Fred

Royal as one of her most ardent support-

ers. She shared her vision with him as a

student in independent study.

"FHe has been one of my biggest cheer-

leaders in my plan to open a business cen-

ter to support small and home businesses,"

she said.

Royal said it was Griffin Munnings who
earned his support and respect for spear-

heading the regional launch of such an

important organization. "She came to me

with this brilliant idea, and she taught her-

self how to set it up. This was totally her

own creation."

"The NEBCC fills a tremendous void in

the community at large," Royal added. "It

will help African American businesses cre-

ate a networking system directed specifi-

cally at them."

Royal noted that membership in the

NEBCC does not prevent African Ameri-

can business owners from joining other

chambers of commerce. "Membership in

the NEBCC does not create exclusivity,

but complements membership in other

chambers of commerce and develops

minority business."

Almee Gnffin Munnings '03 speaks to the press

about a Good Friday prayer breakfast she organized

at the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame as

a stand against violence. The March 25, 2005 break-

fast, she said, was a community collective for

renewal, healing, and unity.
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ike a fine wine, the friendship

that began among six law stu-

dents their first day of classes in

1981 has gotten better with each

passing year. It is a friendship the

group celebrated, along with its

20-year law school graduation

anniversary, during a beautiful

fall weekend in Octo-

ber 2004 on Martha's

Vineyard.

Katherine Perrelli, Jonathan Blum,

James Turcotte (Turk), Chris Pedersen,

Andrew Lawrence, and Mary Paier Powers,

all of the Class of 1984, first met during the

School of Law First Year picnic and
instantly forged a lifelong bond they rekin-

dled last fall on the picturesque island of

Martha's Vineyard 20 years later.

Through the years, that special friend-

ship, rooted in mutual respect and affec-

tion, has grown deeper, and the circle has

widened to include spouses, significant

others, friends, and children.

While some form of the original group

has always gotten together for a late sum-

mer/early fall Vineyard vacation each year,

the October 2004 gathering was the first

time all six friends have reunited.

"When the 20th anniversary of our

graduation approached, we all concluded

we couldn't miss the opportunity to get

back together and share good times once

again," said Jonathan Blum.

Once there, they shared law school

memories and the story of how they came
together.

"We were at the picnic, we started chat-

ting, and 1 mentioned that 1 had a rental

on Martha's Vineyard until the end of

September," recalled Perrelli, a partner in

the Boston office of the national law firm

Seyfarth Shaw LLP. "1 said 1 was going

back, and we all decided to go on a road

trip. We packed-up barely knowing each

other, and we've been going ever since."

"1 had never visited the Vineyard

before, when a few hours later 1 was driving

there with people 1 didn't really know,"

recounted Chris Pedersen, a New Jersey

native. "We arrived off the ferry, hitch-

hiked to the house, went to a party, and left

the next day—friends. On the way back to

the ferry some guy picked all of us up at

once. We talked about what we had just

done, and his comment was that he was

sure we would all do just fine in law school,

because we had the right attitude if we
were able to leave after the first day for a

'vacation.' He was right. We were all suc-

cessful in our own ways. Some of us were

on haw Retiiew, some teaching assistants,

etc. But we always joke that we didn't lose

too much of ourselves in the 'law school

experience,' and were able to maintain

some kind of perspective."
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Blum, senii)r vice president of Yum! Brands, the company that

owns and operates 34,000 restaurants around the world including

Taco Bell, Pi--a Hut, KFC, Long John Silver's, and A &.W Restau-

rants, remembered the group of friends as "inseparable." To this

day, he said, they share a closeness that distance cannot break.

"We made deep-rooted friendships during our years at the

Western New England College School of Law. Our group studied

together well into the early mornings, traveled together on vaca-

tions, and shared all the joys and experiences of an extended fam-

ily for three years. We were always there for one another, in good

times and bad," Blum noted.

The day they met and made the spur-of-the-moment decision

to head for the Island will live in infamy for James Turcotte, a

state's attorney in Meriden, CT.

"Chris, Kate, and I were in the library wondering how we got

our selves into this mess. We went to the First Year Picnic later

that morning. Kate said she had a house on the Vineyard. We
grabbed a couple more friends, Andrew and Mary, and went to

Hyannis to catch the Ferry. We caught the last boat over, went to

a party on the Island, and limped back to the School of Law on
Monday. We've been to each other's weddings, and on vacation

together. We visit each other, write, call—whatever it takes. We're

friends for life."

Added Pedersen, a managing attorney with the U.S. Trademark

Office in Washington, DC, "The mini-reunion was a great way to

get every'one together in the .same room for the first time in a very

long time. 1 know it's cliched, but when we were all together it was

just like 'yesterday.' It's ama:ing how little can change among
friends in 20 years when so much 'life' has happened to all of us."

Andrew Lawrence, a senior attorney, also with the U.S. Trade-

mark Office in Washington, EXI!, observed that "the School of Law
enabled our group of like-minded people with similar interests to

connect with an intensity that law school required. We found in

each other someone with whom we could hang out and enjoy life

while we all worked through school. We supported each other in

school and also in life."

Among the many sentiments agreed upon by the group, each

member said years of absence disappeared once they were all

together again.

"Andrew, Chris, Jonathan, Kate, Turk, and I sat near or next to

each other the whole first year," said Mary Paier Powers, an elder

aw and estate planning attorney in West Springfield, MA. "It was

like no time had gone by. We kept saying how great we k)oked

and how no one had changed until Jonathan brought out the pic-

ture of us at graduation. We laughed at how we had not changed!

We sat on the beach on Saturday night and had a clambake. It was

peaceful and beautiful. We watched the sun set and talked. I think

we all felt fortunate that our friendship has survived the years and

the distance."

Blum, who now lives in Kentucky, is the only member of the

group that has never practiced law. He has an enduring admiration

for his friends for their commitment to their profession instilled in

them at the School of Law. "I'm so proud of each of these friends,

because they have become very successful following a path pursuing

their professional dreams," he said.

The Vineyard vacations, Perrelli said, have seldom lacked st)me

kind of excitement. Throughout the years, there have been

injuries, hurricanes, three days with no electrical power, and some

"pretty heated games of Monopoly by candlelight."

"We have 20 years of memories, and they have really been fan-

tastic," Perrelli asserted fondly. "This is a remarkable network of

individuals. They make life fulfilling. I recently lost my mother,

and they were all were there for me. That shows the bond we all

have. I don't take it for granted. I always wonder what would have

happened if not for that first weekend."
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Development Report By Keui, McKutrkk

School of Law Receives $125,000 Oonation

Western New England College School of Law has received a

pledge for $125,000, one of the largest pledges from an
alumnus in its history. The donor, who wishes to remain
anonymous, emphasized the importance of giving back to

the School of Law. After visiting the School, the alumnus
could see the need to expand and update the physical plant and to keep

the School competitive among peer institutions.

The gift will be used to renovate one of the larger classrooms. The classrooms, and the

Law Center in general, were designed for professor-student interactions as known at the time

of the facility's construction. The seating and technology were built to accommodate
notepads and blackboards. However, most of today's students take notes on laptop comput-

ers, with attendant space and power needs. Today's professors use presentation technology to

display documents and demonstrate intricate legal concepts. For example, professors can

exhibit a draft of a document prepared by a student and physically located in that student's

laptop computer for purposes of classroom comparison, discussion, and redrafting. These

current and developing teaching techniques require adequate student seating, power supply, technological capacity, and classroom

design. The School seeks to provide these functionalities and to be ready to adapt to new teaching innovations as they develop.

The importance of giving back to support the School of Law was of great interest to this donor, but he had not given much thought

about the most appropriate way of doing so. After meeting with Dean Art Gaudio and hearing firsthand the strategic plan that the

School had developed, he agreed to invest in the institution and its plan. The term "investment" is not commonly used in correlation

with making a charitable contribution. The benefactor is "giving" something away whether it be money, real property, a retirement

account, or equipment. However, investment is properly used in this instance because the alumnus is giving the School the means to

implement its plan. W^ithout the means to implement its strategy, the planning process goes for naught, and the School will not move
forward. If there is one constant in education, especially legal education, it is change, because the law and society are ever-changing. All

good investments reap a return. Traditionally the stock market or other investment vehicles, like a gift such as this, reap a return to the

investor. Some returns are quite large, while others are meager. The return on investment or ROI for alumni and friends of Western New
England College School of Law is simple: it is the quality of legal education that we can provide and the environment that we provide it

in. Alumni and friends will realize their return on investment by the strength of the reputation and high quality that has been and will

continue to be associated with Western New England College School of Law and its graduates.

^^^^^^^^^^1 To how
^^^H you or someone

^^^1 . nnake an

fr- ^^^1 nient the future

^^B^^ ^^^1 of Western New
^^HBP V " England College

P^^^- \ V School of Law and

f \^ ^^^\ 1
''^ students please

} contact Keith M,

I

McKittrick, Assis-

tant Dean, Director

of Development and Law Alumni Relations to

discuss the many options available. You can

reach Dean McKittrick at 413-782-1523 or

email kmckittrick@law.wnec.edu.

Alumni Volunteers Open a World of Opportunity

Our alumni are the bridge from the classroom to their professions. You can help students realize their potential by offer-

ing mentoring, networking, or employment opportunities. Let your success today help open doors for others tomorrow.

Yes, please contact me to discuss how Name Grad Year
/ can assist students as:

An Alumni Mentor Title Employer

An Alumni Contact Files Participant

An Alumni-in-Admissions Volunteer Address

Phone Email

An Externship Sponsor

A Chapter Organizer
^'^'^ ^'P-

A Class Agent

A Prospective Employer

Send a copy of this form to: The Office of Development and Law Alumni Relations, Western New England College School

of Law, 1215 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 01119-2684

For details on these opportunities, visit www.law.wnecedu/alumni
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By Manon L. Mirabelli

While the nation and the world observed with fasci-

nation the American democratic process, three

School of Law alumni were actively involved in the

2004 U.S. Presidential Election. Two of them were among the quarter of

a million people who descended upon Washington, DC, on January 20,

2005, for the 55* Presidential Inauguration, an event they described as

a "celebration of democracy."

James Baker '89 and Marcia Horwitz '81, both Republicans,

witnessed firsthand the pomp, circumstance, and patriotism of a U.S.

Presidential Inauguration, while Alfred Campos '98, a federal lobbyist

with the National Education Association, was a part of the democratic

process througi his volunteer work at the Democratic National Conven-

tion in Boston.

"1 was part of the volunteer Government Relations Team and

escorted members of Congress and the Senate, as well as other political

dignitaries, around the Fleet Center. It was the first time 1 was directly

involved in an election. It was a good learning experience, and I was

glad to be part of the process," Campos said.

Horwitz, a Seattle, WA, attorney and the Cochair of the Washington

State First Congressional District Bush Campaign Operation in Washing-

ton, DC, 1st Congressional District, said being at the Inauguration was

an opportunity of a lifetime. "Seeing the President and Mrs. Bush walk-

ing down Pennsylvania Avenue smiling and waving was one of the

more moving experiences of my life."
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Alums in Election

Western New England College School of Law alumni in Washington (L to R) Al Campos '98; Marcia Horwitz '81 with her husband Larry; and James Baker '89

with children Jennifer, 14, and Edmund, 16.

The feeling in Washington, DC, during the festivities, she added, was

one of great optimism and excitement. "It was fabulous. Just being there

was amazing."

Horwitz credited the School of Law for giving her a solid foundation

upon which she built her career as a lawyer and fueled her interest in

politics. "I treasure my education. It helped me accomplish my goals in

every part of my life and made me a better member of my community."

Baker, the head of the labor and employment division of the Miami law

firm of Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Guedes, Cole, and Boniske, P.A., is

no newcomer to the political arena. The January 20 Inauguration was the

fourth Presidential Inauguration he has attended. Baker was an elected del-

egate for Nassau County in New York at the 2000 Reptiblican National Con-

vention. He continued his work on behalf of the Republican party after

moving to Florida.

In addition to being at the Inaugu^tion ceremony. Baker was also at

the Celebration of Freedori^irtTe South Lawn of the White House the

preceding night. "It was incredible," Baker said. "I felt extremely proud and

patriotic to be there. It was an historic event, and people came together to

celebrate the ceremony, history, and the process, and not necessarily who

won the election."

Baker noted that the School of Law helped foster a deep sense of civic

responsibility in him. He was especially influenced by "the broad-based

and diverse group of speakers" who lectured at the School, including politi-

cal activist Abbie Hoffman, civil rights leader Rev. Ralph David Abernathy,

and Vincent Bugliosi, the California prosecutor who tried and convicted

mass murderer Charles Manson and authored the book \ie\ter Skelter.
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FACULTY &: STAFF NOTES

Peter Adomeit, professor of

law, has authored "Raleigh's

Revenge: Crawford v. Washing-

ton," Western Mass. Law Tri-

bune, October 2004; "Supreme

Court Chips Away at the First

Amendment," Philadelphia

Legal Intelle-gencier, November

15, 2004; "Private Property on

the Ropes: The Kelo Case," Western Mass. Law Tri-

bune, November, 2004; "Bush v. Gore—a One
Time Deal?" Western Mass. Law Tribune, Decem-

ber, 2004.

Tina Cafaro, assistant clinical

professor of law, was an

instructor for the National

Institute for Trial Advocacy
' NITA) at their week-long New
I ngland Regional Building

I rial Skills program in Boston.

Amy Cohen, professor of law,

has published an article enti-

tled "The Dangers of the Ivory

Tower: The Obligation of Law

Professor to Engage in the

Practice of Law," 50 Loyola Law

Review 623 (2004).

Beth Cohen, assistant professor

and director of legal research

and writing, has had her article

.^^^1 entitled "Helping Students

Develop a Philosophy of

Lavsyering" accepted for publi-

cation in Volume 12 of the

journal of the Legal Writing

Institute. Beth has also been

appointed to serve on the New Member Outreach

Committee of the Legal Writing Institute. In Feb-

ruary 2005, Beth and Harris Freeman, instructor,

cochaired a CLE seminar for the MassBar Associa-

tion entitled, "Writing for the Courts: Techniques

and Strategies for Effective Legal Writing."

lamison Colburn, assistant

professor of law, published an

article entitled "The Future of

.Air Pollution Control in the

Corporatist State" in the Envi-

ronmental Law Reporter, )uly

2004. The article reviewed

recent research on the EPA's

implementation of the Clean

Air act and used one subprogram under the Act,

the New Source Review Program, as a baseline

against which to test different theories about the

agency's successes or failures.

^^^^^^^^^H Harris Freeman, instructor,

^^^^^^^^^H has authored with George

Gonos, professor of economics

K^^fln^^l and employment relations at

H ^m^^^M State University of New York,

^ftj^J^^^I an article entitled "Regulating

B^^i^^^^P^ the Employment Sharks;

^ ^^^"w Reconceptualizing the Legal^ ' Status of the Commercial

Temp Agency." The article appeared in the March

2005 issue of Working USA: The Journal of Labor

and Society. Harris is also a visiting professor at

the University of Massachusetts Labor Relations

and Research Center, where he teaches labor and

employment law. In addition, Harris was a

lecturer at Greenfield Community College's

Senior Symposia series addressing the topic of

"Workplace Rights in the Era of Globalization." In

February 2005, Harris Freeman and Beth Cohen,

assistant professor and director of legal research

and writing, cochaired a CLE seminar for the

MassBar Association entitled, "Writing for the

Courts: Techniques and Strategies for Effective

Legal Writing."

Arthur Gaudio, dean of the

School of Law and professor of

law, has finalized the Uniform

Real Property Electronic

Recording Act. It is now being

sent to each of the state legisla-

tors and recommended for

adoption nationally. Also, at

the AALS meeting. Dean Gau-

dio was a panel member speaking on distance

education in law schools, entitled "Distance

Learning; Nirvana or the Apocalypse Now."

Adjunct Professor Richard L. Goldman submitted

an amicus brief to the Massachusetts Supreme

Judicial Court on behalf of the Committee for

Public Counsel Services in Commonwealth v.

Charros, a case involving the requirements for,

and limitations to, a search incident to an arrest.

Professor Goldman teaches Post-conviction

Rights and Procedures at the School of Law.

^^^^^^^MM Associate Dean for Academic

^^^^B^^^H Affairs Eric Gouvin has two

^^^K^ V articles coming out this spring.

^^^^B'^^pB The first is entitled "Are There

^^^^^^^J Any Checks and Balances on

^^^^^^^^B the Government's Power to

''^^^^^^^^ Check our Balances? The Fate

of Financial Privacy in the War

on Terrorism" and addressed

the tension between our law providing confiden-

tiality of financial records and law enforcement

agencies' desire to have greater access to financial

records. The article was an outgrowth of a paper

presented at a symposium held at Temple Univer-

sity School of Law and will be published in the

Temple Political and Civil Rights Law Review. The

second article is entitled "Bank Mergers in North

America: Comparing the Approaches in the

United States and Canada." It examines the

current bank merger guidelines in Canada and

contrasts them with their American counterparts.

The paper was delivered at a roundtable sympo-

sium at the University of the Pacific McGeorge

School of Law in Sacramento in November and

will be published by McGeorge's journal The

Transnational Lawyer.

^^^^ Leora Harpaz, professor of law,

conducted a workshop in July

^^^t^ ^m 2004 on "The Equal Access Act:

^^L^ N
Controversial After All

A These Years," as part of the

^^^feft Eleventh Annual Education Law

1^^^^ JIh Conference. The conference

^^^^|nA^| took place in Portland, ME, and

was sponsored jointly by the

University of Southern Maine College of Educa-

tion and Human Development, the University of

Maine School of Law, the University of the Pacific,

McGeorge School of Law, and the Common-
wealth Educational Policy Institute at Virginia

Commonwealth University.

Jeanne Kaiser, instructor, and

Myra Orlen, legal research and

writing faculty, have had their

article entitled "Using a Liter-

ary Case Study" accepted for

publication in the Proceedings

Issue, Volume 1 1 of the Journal

of the Legal Writing Institute.

Arthur Leavens, professor of

^^^^^^ law, moderated a panel discus-

, ^^^1 sion at the 2005 AALS Annual

^j^^^^K Meeting in San Francisco,

^J^^^K regarding distance learning. It

^^^^^^ was entitled, "Distance Learn-

^l^^^^^l ing: Nirvana or Apocalypse

^^nK* Now?" exploring the opportu-

nities and challenges that

online course pose in legal education. At this

meeting. Professor Leavens was elected chair of

the AALS Section on Part-time Division Programs

for the coming year. Professor Leavens, along with

Professors Sam Stonefield and Eric Miller pre-

sented a program to attorneys of the Massachu-

setts Attorney General covering the Supreme

Court's cases in criminal law and evidence handed

down last term. He was aLso on the faculty of the

Harvard Law School Winter Trial Advocacy Work-

shop, teaching students how to prepare and pre-

sent expert testimony and closing arguments.

William Metzger, professor of

law, was a speaker at the 43rd

Annual Tax Institute held at

Western New England College,

and also participated in plan-

ning the annual program as a

board member of the Tax

Institute.
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Faculty and Staff

Eric J. Miller, assistant professor

of law, published "Embracing

Addiction: Drug Courts and the

False Promise of Judicial Interven-

^. A tionism" in 64 Ohio State Law

't" M Journal. He also participated on

the "Law, Economics, Race and

Progressive Scholarship," Black

Law Students Association (BLSA)

and R.A.C.E. Panel, May 15, 2004, University of

Chicago Law School.

Pat Newcombe, associate director for the law

library, was a speaker at the Law Librarians of New
England (LLNE) Annual Fall Meeting in October

2004. She participated on a panel entitled "Service

Alternatives-Imaginative Ways to Meet Your Cus-

tomer Needs" and her presentation concerned serv-

ing library users with email reference.

Mary Van Houten, director of

student records, along with

Terese Chenier, assistant director

of student records, and Carol

Lynch, assistant to the dean,

attended the 90th Annual Ameri-

can Association of Collegiate

Registrars and Admissions Offi-

cers meeting held in Las Vegas,

NV. While there they also met with the National

Network of Law School Officers and visited the

UNLV School of Law. Also, Mary Van Houten and

Terese Chenier attended the 57th Annual New Eng-

land Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admis-

sions Officers meeting in Quincy, MA. Mary has

been appointed as cochair of registration and Terese

is cochair of exhibits for the next NEACRAO meet-

ing to be held in Newport, Rhode Island.

Katharine Van Tassel, associate

professor of law, authored an

article entitled "The Introduction

of Biotech Foods to the Tort

System: Creating a Duty to Iden-

tify," published in the Cincinnati

Law Review, 72 (Summer 2004).

She also presented "Forced

Cesarean Sections: Legal and Eth-

ical Implications of the Maternal-Fetal 'Conflict'" at

Baystate Medical Center in Springfield during

Grand Rounds in May 2004. In addition, Professor

Van Tassel also presented "Ethical and Legal Issues

in the Post Mortem Extraction of Sperm" at Bay-

State Medical Center during Grand Rounds in Octo-

ber 2004. Professor Van Tassel spoke to the Women's

Law Association regarding Women's Health Issues

and the Presidential Election. She was also a panelist

on the Western Massachusetts Senior Action Coun-

cil; Western Massachusetts Jobs with Justice entitled

"The Uninsured and the Under Insured: Is a Single

Payer System the Solution?" and is now the faculty

advisor to the newly created student division of the

American Health Lawyers Association.

Faculty & Staff in theNEWS

Faculty or Staff Member

Peter Adomeit

Charlene Allan

Beth Cohen

Arthur Gaudio

Eric Gouvin

Jeanne Kaiser

Arthur Leavens

Jennifer Levi

Adele IVlGrrisan

Arthur Wolf

Date

10/19/04

12/20/04

09/02/04

09/02/04

09/23/04

10/04/04

10/16/04

10/18/04

10/20/04

10/20/04

10/21/04

11/12/04

11/30/04

12/13/04

12/17/04

12/19/04

12/21/04

08/24/04

08/26/04

12/20/04

09/23/04

11/18/04

11/18/04

12/06/06

09/20/04

11/1/04

07/29/04

10/04/04

11/09/04

IVIedia

BusinessWest

The Republican

The Republican

National Law Journal

Chicago Tribune

WGGB-TV40
Daily Hampshire Gazette

The Republican

The Republican

The Republican

WWLP-TV22
The Republican

The Republican

WGBH-TV
Boston Globe

National Law Journal

Daily Collegian

Boston Globe

The Republican

WWLP-TV22
WWLP-TV22
Lawyers Weekly USA

Chicago Tribune

The Republican

The Republican

The Republican

Associated Press

Salem News

WWLP-TV22
WGGB-TV40
The Republican

WHYN-AM560
The Republican

Subject

Mediation

Public law school

Collaborative Law

Plagiarism

Freshman book assignments

Mass. Appeals Court

Public law school

Public law school

Public law school

Dial-A-Lawyer

Public law school

Public law school

Public law school

Solomon Amendment

Public law school

Public law school

Public law school

Bar swearing in

Overtime pay

Canadian banking

Transactional lawyers

Freshman book assignments

Criminal procedure

Same-sex marriage

Family law

Same-sex shared custody

Same-sex shared custody

Record Bar Exam attendance

Supreme Court issues

Statute of limitations
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student Spotlight

»> CANADIAN STUDENTS are looking for

LAW DEGREES beyond their borders.

.WINNIPEG
to WESTERN

MASSACHUSETTS
When Sara Micflikier 3L began applying to law

schools she looked beyond the outskirts of her

home in the province of Manitoba's largest city,

Winnipeg. She even explored outside the Cana-

dian border. Like a growing number of Cana-

dian students, Sara discovered what the

Washington Post has called "One of the Top 100

Hidden Gems in the U.S."-Western New Eng-

land College-offered the ideal legal program

and location for her needs.

"I really enjoy traveling and I was interested

in studying in the New England area," explained

Sara. She began receiving acceptance letters,

but one experience made her decision clear,

"other schools sent me an acceptance letter.

From Western New England College School of

Law, I received a personal call from the Dean.

That response was so much more personable. It

told me that they knew who their students were

and that you were not a number."

From her experience, Sara believes that

some Canadian schools "base their admissions

on numbers. Western New England College

looked at the person and the personal state-

ments." Canadian law schools award the LL.B.

instead of the more flexible J.D., which prepares

graduates to practice in either country. And with

less than 25 law schools in the country, admis-

sion to Canadian schools is very competitive.

Having previously studied at a large University,

Sara also appreciates how the small class size at

the School of Law promotes close interaction

with faculty and classmates.

A growing number of Canadian students are

discovering the unique opportunities available at

Western New England College School of Law,

particularly its focus on developing practical

lawyering skills through clinics, externships, and

moot court competitions. Currently, the School

enrolls 17 Canadian students. She said the

Schools' international students enjoy a casual

support network. "We share questions and

experiences. Some of the first- and second-year

students have questions about visas and what

they have to do to find jobs outside of campus.

We share a connection with other students from

different parts of the United States in that we are

enjoying a new experience and a new life."

Classmates frequently ask her about life in

Canada. "They mostly ask about the weather,"

she laughed.

Sara has found a home away from home in

the classrooms, on the campus, and among the

professors of the School of Law. "1 have never

seen a faculty so interested in its students. They

stop you in the halls and ask how you are

doing. They're available and their doors are

always open," she emphasized. She notes pro-

fessors Katharine Van Tassel, Arthur Wolf, and

Dean Nancy Sykes '89 as faculty members who
have had a special influence on her.

Now in her third year, she takes an active

role in student life at the School including ser-

vice as the parliamentarian for the Student Bar

Association. In that capacity, "I facilitate discus-

sion during the meetings. I keep the discussions,

which can be spirited at times, controlled, and

light," she explained. She is also cochair of the

graduation committee, an ABA student represen-

tative, and women's basketball team captain.

Last year, she served as cochair of the orienta-

tion committee.

Sara's interest in people and other cultures

have fueled her love of travel. She worked and

lived in England for a year and during that

period traveled to Austria, Belgium, the Czech

Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Holland,

India, Ireland, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey,

and Wales. Her future plans are to practice law

in the United States. "I'm open to many areas,

including health law, family law, and criminal

law. I'm especially interested in doing litigation

work."

While she has seen many places, it's clear

that this Canadian student has found a true

home at the Western New England College

School of Law.

n

< Sara Micflikier from Winnipeg, IVIanitoba, Canada, found

a tiome away from liome at Western New England College

School of Law.

Sara Micflikier

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

B.A., Sociology, McMaster University,

Hamilton, Ontario, 2001

Diploma, Family Mediation, McMaster

University, Hamilton, Ontario, 2002

I. :i
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Faculty Profile

by Patricia Gagnon

"I tell my students that there is a reason we call it the 'practice' of law, because that is what lawyers do through-

out their careers-practice. If a lawyer, or a law teacher, gets to the point where he or she thinks there

is no more to learn, it is time to retire because you are no good as a lawyer anymore," emphasized

Professor Arthur Leavens. Leavens believes, given the constant evolution of law, his most important task as

an educator is not to convey knowledge but to develop students' analytic skills so they can teach themselves

as they practice law. "My mandate is to teach my students to create knowledge, for themselves and for

others-judges, clients, adversaries to name a few. That is the challenge, and that is the fun," he said.

AWork in Progress
Leavens is an educator who loves the process

of learning. He received his A.B. from Duke

University and his J.D. from Harvard Law

School. Upon graduation from law school,

Leavens clerked for Federal District Court

Judge John F. Dooling Jr. in the Eastern Dis-

trict of New York. In 1979, he became a Staff

Attorney for the Public Defender Service of

the District of Columbia, doing both trial and

appellate work. In July 1983, he joined the

Western New England School of Law faculty

as an Assistant Professor of Law. In 1986 Leav-

ens was promoted to Associate Professor of

Law, and in 1988 was promoted to Professor

of Law. From July 1999 through June 2004 he

served as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

and Professor of Law.

"In 1984 I started the Criminal Law Clinic,

which began as a program in which students

under my supervision accepted appointments

by the court in Springfield District Court to

represent indigent criminal defendants in the

prosecutions against them. In 1991, the focus

of that clinic was changed to become a prose-

cution clinic, and the students worked as

student assistant district attorneys, prosecut-

ing cases in the Springfield District Court as

part of the Hampden County District Attor-

ney's Office," Leavens explained.

Since stepping down as Associate Dean,

Leavens continues to teach criminal law, crimi-

nal procedure, evidence, and trial advocacy in

the classroom. He serves on the Massachusetts

Supreme Judicial Court's Standing Advisory

Committee on the Rules of Criminal Proce-

dure. Leavens published an article entitled

"A Causation Approach to Criminal Omis-

sions" in the California Law i^eview (1988) that

has been cited in numerous criminal court

decisions. He also is on the Editorial Board for

the Western Mass. Law Tribune and occasion-

ally writes articles for that publication.

"Given that the teaching I do is for the

most part interactive, I am constantly being

challenged by the students' responses during

and, often, after class. I get to see things

through their eyes, and it very often opens my
own," said Leavens. "Every time I go into a

courtroom in this area, I see my former stu-

dents, and I very much enjoy watching them

as they practice their craft."

Professor Leavens was born in Kansas City,

MO, and moved to St. Louis when he was 11.

He met his wife. Laurel, when they were both

attending Harvard Law School. His wife is a

Superior Court prosecutor in Hampden
County. The Leavens have three children.

For many years. Leavens served as an elected

member of the Longmeadow School Commit-

tee, retiring in 2000. He has been active as a

youth sports coach, coaching teams in base-

ball, Softball, soccer, and basketball. Leavens'

favorite activities include skiing, biking,

canoeing, golfing, kayaking, and swimming.

"Most of all, I love to go with my family to

the Maine woods, where we have, over the past

five years, been building and living in a cabin.

It is a permanent work-in-progress," he said.

Leavens continues to build his Maine cabin

just like he has built his career in law. He con-

siders them both a "work-in-progress" and

there is always more to learn.
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CampusNEWS
By David Stawasz

HERE WE GROW AGAIN
College Welcomes Largest Ever Undergraduate Class

Interest in a Western New England College education has never been stronger.

The College welcomed its largest ever incoming class of students this fall

from a record-breaking applicant pool of nearly 5,000. A geographically and

culturally diverse group, the class comes from 481 high schools, covering 19

states and several foreign countries, ranging from the United Arab Emirates to

Japan. More than 10 percent of incoming students are of African American,

Native Indian, Hispanic, or Asian descent.

First-year Class Drawn from 1,600 Applicants

The Western New England College School of Law welcomed 194 first-year

students, drawn from a pool of more than 1,600 applicants. The class comes

from 28 states, and includes 12 international students.

College Hosts First

Fulbright Scholar

The College has been selected to host Fulbright

Visiting Scholar Yuhe Xia from Beijing, China, for

the 2004-2005 academic year. An Associate

Professor at the School of English and Inter-

national Studies, Xia is also the director of

the Australian Studies Program at Beijing

Foreign Studies University. She is currently

lecturing at Western New England College

about the topic "China: The Cultural Revolu-

tion and the Current Moment." She is the

College's first Fulbright Scholar, and one of

approximately 800 outstanding foreign fac-

ulty and professionals the Fulbright Scholar

Program brought to the United States to

teach and conduct research.

Training a New Generation of CSIs

The College has launched a new undergraduate program in forensic chem-

istry, training students for jobs in state and federal crime labs as well as

private and government research facilities. Through coursework and intern-

ships in area crime labs, students are given the background to pursue a

career in this challenging and growing field.

Western New
England College

Expands
Part-time
Offerings
PACE Accelerated

Undergraduate Program

and Applied Economics

Highlight New Options

The new year has brought new offerings for

professionals looking to complete or further

their education. In January, the College began

offering classes through the PACE program.

Students can earn an undergraduate degree

part-time in four years, as opposed to six or

seven years for a traditional part-time program.

"Working adults who make the decision to get a

degree have decided to sacrifice something else

in their lives to do that," said Douglas Kenyon,

Assistant Vice President for Graduate Studies

and Continuing Education. "This PACE program

helps them to achieve their goals in a shorter

amount of time." PACE degrees are being

offered in business, communication, informa-

tion technology, liberal studies, psychology, and

sociology.

In January a new part-time undergraduate

major in Applied Economics was introduced.

The bachelor's degree program is offered exclu-

sively through the College's eastern Massachu-

setts sites at Bedford and Devens, MA. "The

program is an 'applications' oriented major in

economics. It is not designed as preparation for

graduate school, but as preparation for immedi-

ate work in the private, public, and nonprofit

sectors," says Michael Meeropol, Chair of the

Department of Economics.

^
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School of Business
Receives Donation
for Assistance witli

Financial Literacy

After School Program

Western New England College School

of Business has been awarded a

$2,500 donation from Northwestern

Mutual. Paul J. Steffen, CLU, ChFC,

managing partner of Northwestern

Mutual Financial Network, presented

the check to Dr. Stanley Kowalski Jr.,

Dean of the School of Business, and

Dr. Claire Bronson, Professor of

Finance. The presentation took place

during a September 2004 luncheon in

Springfield of 50 area business profes-

sionals, and featuring Geoffrey Colvin,

the senior editor-at-large of FORTUNE
magazine.

Campus News

The donation will be used towards

the College's Golden Bear fundraising

project. It was given in appreciation of

the College's help with Northwestern

Mutual's Financial Literacy program.

The program, in conjunction with the

YMCA of Greater Springfield after

school program branches, introduces

financial literacy concepts to area chil-

dren. Several finance majors in the

School of Business have been involved

in the financial literacy program.

Philosophy Joins Undergraduate Majors
The study of philosophy helps students to strengthen their ability to analyze, per-

suade, write, and think critically. Society's demand for people with these skills is why
the philosophy program at the School of Arts and Sciences has evolved from a minor

to an academic major. The curriculum includes study in eastern and western reli-

gions, as well as applied ethics, critical thinking, logic, and political philosophy.

Communications Conference

Helps Groups "Get Noticed"

Some 150 local professionals, students, and members

of the media converged on the campus on January 13,

2005, for the College's second annual Communications

Conference, "Getting Noticed in the 21st Century."

Through a partnership with the Valley Press Club,

Western New England College staff and faculty helped

give attendees the tools they need to stand out in a

crowded marketplace. During the conference's lun-

cheon, veteran Springfield newscaster Durham Caldwell

received a lifetime achievement award recognizing his

distinguished 56-year career in journalism.

(L-R) Brian Zelasko of the Valley Press Club; Brenda Garten,

Director of College Relations; and Durham Caldwell.

President's Medallion Awarded to Two

Distinguished Visitors

Two authors with vastly different backgrounds now have one thing in common-the Western New England College

President's Medallion. College President Dr. Anthony S. Caprio honored Maryse Conde (left) and Travis Roy (below)

during separate appearances on campus. The President's

Medallion is bestowed upon those who have distinguished

themselves in a particular field or in a service to an impor-

tant cause that has benefited their community, their region,

or the nation.

A novelist, playwright, and teacher, Conde spoke at the

College in October. Originally from Guadeloupe, Conde has

lived in Paris and spent a decade teaching in West Africa.

She is currently Professor Emeritus at Columbia University.

Conde's appearance was sponsored by the French/Humani-

ties Department and the Western New England College

Diversity Task Force.

Travis Roy was also honored in October. The former

Boston University hockey player was paralyzed just

moments into his first collegiate game in 1995. He finished

his degree, and wrote Eleven Seconds, the book that chroni-

cles his recovery. Roy was the keynote speaker at the 2004

MassMutual Academic Achievers Conference at the College,

addressing more than 400 Springfield high school students.
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Gideon V. Wainwright ( 1963)

extended the Sixth Amendment right

to counsel to all persons accused of a

crime in state criminal trials. Four

decades later in 2004, the challenge of

keeping that promise was put to the

test here in Massachusetts.

In the Massachusetts system for indigent

defense services, attorneys received the third

lowest compensation pay scale in the country

—

$30 per hour—for representing indigent defen-

dants in district court. Following in the

footsteps of Rhode Island and New Jersey

lawyers, bar advocates from western and central

Massachusetts lobbied to double that rate.

When funds for even a 25 percent increase were

not forthcoming, nearly 50 bar advocates from

Hampden County protested by refusing to take

on any additional court-appointed cases.

Without a means to enforce the representa-

tion mandated by Gideon V. Wainwright, on

July 30, 2004, the Supreme Judicial Court ruled

that indigent defendants could be released if

they were not assigned an attorney within seven

days, and that their charges could be dropped

after 45 days without an advocate. Three

accused drug dealers were released.

The next month, SJC Associate Justice Fran-

cis X. Spina ordered judges in Hampden
County to conscript private attorneys to repre-

sent indigent clients or risk bar disciplinary

proceedings. Superior Court Associate Justice

Constance Sweeney '74 then appointed attor-

neys in Hampden Country District Courts,

under a provision of the Supreme Judicial

Court Rules of Professional Conduct.

As the crisis continued. Gov. W. Mitt Romney

named a new commission to study the source of

the problem and explore solutions. The nine-

person Commission for Public Counsel Services

includes Western New England College School

of Law alumnus and Assistant Professor of

Criminal Justice John M. Claffey '95.

Claffey, who brings not only an academic

perspective to the post, but experience as a for-

mer bar advocate and police officer as well,

stated, "The goal of the Commission is to pre-

sent an objective report to the Governor and

the Legislature that points at the root causes of

the problems in the bar advocate system. Sug-

gestions for solutions may point the Legislature

to other areas where studies may be needed

such as decisions to prosecute first-time offend-

ers, verification that the defendant is indigent,

and whether some cases prosecuted in the

Commonwealth should be civil rather than

criminal."

While overburdened courts and staff short-

ages have slowed the legal process in Spring-

field, the crisis was not limited to Hampden
County. In an article in the Springfield Republi-

can (August 18, 2004), Fitchburg Attorney

Christopher J. Walton '98 stated that "private

lawyers for the poor at district courts in Fitch-

burg, Leominster, Gardner, and Winchendon

are also refijsing to take on new cases."

Currently, 80 percent of indigent cases are

handled by over 2,000 private bar advocates.

In September, the Legislature approved

$16.8 million to fund a 25 percent pay increase

for lawyers who represent indigent defendants.

The bill would pay attorneys $37.50 for district

court cases, $46.50 for superior court cases, and
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$61.50 for murder cases. According to Thomas

Workman Jr., President of the Massachusetts

Association of Court Appointed Attorneys

Massachusetts, "as a percentage, the Massachu-

setts adjustment was the second smallest

increase of any of the 26 jurisdictions that have

adjusted compensation in the last decade."

In November, the Massachusetts Association

of Court Appointed Attorneys and the Massa-

chusetts Association of Criminal Defense

Lawyers, along with three Springfield attorneys,

including Mark Hare '89, filed suit in Nathaniel

Lavalle, Et, Al. V. The Justices ofHampden County.

The commission was given a deadline of

February 1, 2005, to report its findings, but

asked for an extension to June 1. On March 21,

the School of Law s Institute for Legislative and

Governmental Affairs, along with State Repre-

sentative Gale D. Candaras '83 (D-Wilbraham),

who had filed the bill to increase compensation

rates, hosted the commission's final hearing at

the S. Presdey Blake Law Center.

Testifying before seven panelists of the Com-
mission chaired by House Majority Leader John

H. Rogers (D-Norwood), Hampden County

District Attorney William M. Bennett stated, "It

is essential to adequately fund the public

defender system." While he said the numerous

requests by bar advocates was meritorious and

should be increased along with higher compen-

sation for all participants, he proposed increas-

ing the full-time public defender portion of the

CPCS, and having a bar advocate present at

every arraignment.

Anthony Bonavita, president of the Hamp-
den County Bar Advocates, Inc. disagreed,

telling the Commission that moving toward an

Keeping Giddeon's Promise

all-public defender system would be costly and

inefficient.

David Roulston, President of the Franklin

County Bar Advocates, concurred, stating, "A

mix of career public defenders and private

council lends for an overall healthier system

and is essential to keeping it in balance."

Thomas Workman reported on the dispro-

portionate pay of bar advocates in Massachu-

setts. He said while the number of indigent

cases has increased 10 fold since 1987, partici-

pation of bar advocates has dropped from 1 2 to

four percent. He expressed concerns over losing

highly experienced attorneys, particularly in

Superior Court, "Some defendants are facing

minimum mandatory sentences of 10 to 20

years. Putting a young attorney just out of law

school on such a case is hard to fathom." He

continued, "The average years of experience for

a bar advocate is 12 years, the average for an

assistant D.A. is 4 1/2 years. In Bristol County,

it's 22 years, and 37 for murder cases."

The Commission heard from two local

judges, Hon. Patricia Dunbar '84 of Hampden
County Juvenile Court, the third busiest juve-

nile court in the Commonwealth; and Hon.

Mary E. Hurley-Marks '76 of Chicopee District

Court, who testified to the dire need for bar

advocates in their courts and of the tremendous

time and energy expended trying to assign

attorneys. "Right now, I have three days on my
April calendar with no bar advocates," said

Judge Hurley-Marks. She also expressed con-

cerns about safety issues surrounding frequent

transportation of defendants to court. She said,

"I'm not here to get into the time and money
wasted in processing cases, but in bail issues it

[the crisis] is very critical and serious. LaValle

requires that we bring back defendants every

day to get them counsel."

She continued, "The Constitution says peo-

ple are entitled to representation. The LaValle

decision and progeny of the case have set up a

system to draft people and I have to go looking

for private attorneys." She concluded, "It really

should be market driven. If compensation was

sufficient, we'd have enough bar advocates."

(Photo top) Hon. Mary Hurley-Marks 76

(Photo bottom) Commission member and Assistant

Professor of Criminal Justice John M. Claffey '95

lllll.^* IHISII lf^..M I ^M^^.. n^O You can earn guaranteed income for life

WI13I Vvlll YOUP L693Cy Be f wtiHe making a gift to Westem New England

College School of Law!

This might sound too good to be true, but it can be done

with a cliarltable gift annuity. A charitable gift annuity is

a simple contract between you and Western New England

College through which you simultaneously make a chari-

table gift and receive payments for life for yourself,

and/or for another person if desired. A portion of your

annual income will be tax free. The older you are, the

higher the payout rate you will receive.

As you consider your retirement plans, a gift annuity may be

a way to help you achieve your financial goals and also pro-

vide important support for this institution.

For more information about bequests, or other types

of planned giving, please contact James Rich in the

Advancement Division at 413-782-1373 or write:

James Rich

Director of Planned Giving

Western New England College

1215 Wilbraham Road

Springfield, MA 01119 2688

Email: develop@wnec.edu

Or visit our new website:

www.wnec.edu/giving



I MOOT COURT TEAMS
Jessup International Law
Moot Court Team

Congratulations to team members Angela Bell,

Mike McGill, Linda Morgan, and Glen Ringbloom

for winning Best Memorial at the Jessup Northeast

Regional Competition held February 25-27 at Franklin

Pierce Law Center in Concord, NH. "They represented

our school in the highest tradition of our profession,"

said Professor Arthur Wolf, who advises the team

with Jennifer Martin. The team was also chosen as

one of four teams (together with Harvard, Boston

College, and Vermont) to advance to the semi-final

round, where it lost to a team from Boston College.

The problem this year raised challenging issues

under international law. It focused on a ship traveling

from one island state to another carrying nuclear

materials through the archipelagic waters of a third

state. The ship runs aground, causing serious pollu-

tion of the surrounding ocean. To prevent further

damage, the ship is scuttled, resulting in claims for

reparations by both sides.

The Best Memorial win made the team eligible to

compete for the Hardy C. Dillard Award, named for

the great legal scholar from the University of Virginia,

and awarded to the best memorial in the world. More

than 500 law schools from over 90 countries partici-

pated. Our team placed seventh in the U.S. and 22nd

in the world. The U.S. teams ranked 4,5,6, and 7

(Cornell, Michigan, George Washington, and Western

New England College) were all within three points of

each other, a virtual tie.

1/
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Jessup Team (L to R): Michael McGill, Angela Bell,

Glen Ringbloom, and Linda Morgan

WW
Moot Court Negotiation Team

The Negotiation team traveled out of its region this year to

compete in Birmingham, AL. Says coach Nancy Sykes '89,

"We were able to send three teams this year, which allowed

our Regional Champions from last year to compete again,

Gina Cekala and Andy Markowski. Our other two teams'

members were Julia Lentini and Kevin Hennessy. and

Jason Murphy and Natasha Thoren." Pictured (L to R)

Kevin Hennessy. Julia Lentini, Andy Markowski, Gina

Cekala. Natasha Thoren. and Jason Murphy.
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Moot Court Teams

First Amendment Moot Court Team Moot Court Trial Team

The First Amendment Moot Court Team,

including students Kelley Cooper IVIiller,

and Erec Vaget, competed in the national

competition at Vanderbilt University Law

School in Nashville, TN, February 24-25,

2005. Miller was named the inaugural

winner of the Richard S. Arnold Memorial

Award for Best Oralist. The team is coached

by Professors Myra Orlen and Jeanne Kaiser.

The Trial Team this year consisted of Alison Thome,

Laurie Lawlor (standing), David Haggard, and Corrie

Mainville. Coached by Professor John Egnal, the team

competed at Suffolk University Law School in Boston,

February 10-13, 2005. David Haggard and Corrie

Mainville both advanced to the semi-final round.

in

National Moot Court Team

This year's National Moot Court Team con-

sisted of Enelsa Diaz, Robyn Abbate, and

Ryan McKeen. The team, coached by Leora

Harpaz, competed in the regional round last

November at Suffolk University Law School in

Boston. They were faced with a very challeng-

ing competition problem that raised issues

about the scope of the federal mail fraud

statute as well as a challenge to the constitu-

tionality of an aspect of Tax Court procedure.

Moot Court Environmental Law Team Frederick Douglass Moot Court Team

Karen Andrees and James Martin comprised the

National Environmental Law Moot Court Compe-

tition Team for 2004-05. The team competed in

the annual event this year, February 24-26, 2005,

at Pace University Law School in White Plains,

NY. They took part in a truly national competition

which boasted a field of over 70 law schools.

Professor Colburn coaches the team.

The Frederick Douglass Team included Ijeoma

Ugoezi, Charlene Spencer, and Gregory Daniels.

The team, coached by Professor Harris Free-

man, competed in the regional event in February

held in Providence, Rl.

The Alfred P. Mugel National Tax Moot Court

team is composed of Kelley Cooper Miller and

Jason Doyon. They will compete this month at

SUNY Buffalo Law School.
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ALUMNI NEWS ByMaryMazzaferro

Alumni Reconnect at

reunions &
receptions

SAVEImvte!
Reunion 2005 September 23-25, 2005

Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame
Calling the Classes of 1960. 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, and 2000!

You are all invited to attend the grand celebration dinner in the exclusive MassMutual

Gallery on Saturday, September 24, 2005. A cocktail reception will begin at

6;30 p m, and dinner w/ill start at 8 p.m.

Reunion 2004 Welcomes First Graduating Class from S. Prestley Blake Law Center

(Photo Left) Members of the Class of 1979 gather at the S. Prestley Blake Law Center during Reunion Weekend, (Plioto Right) More than a dozen members of the Class of 1984

enjoyed reconnecting at the Reunion.

The Western New England College School of Law

Class of 1979 celebrated its 25th reunion with a

gathering on October 29 and 30, 2004. Members of

the class were joined by graduates from other

classes with years ending in
"4" or "9" celebrating

five year reunions.

In one of the largest turnouts since the reintro-

duction of the reunions program in 2002. Reunion

Weekend 2004 saw 125 alumni and guests return to

Springfield for two days of exciting events at the

Law Center.

On Friday night, alumni reconnected at an infor-

mal get-together at Uno's Chicago Bar and Grill in

downtown Springfield. On Saturday, alumni were

invited to attend the Ninth Annual Supreme Court

Review Conference and lunch and a golf outing at

Hampden Country Club in nearby Hampden.

The Reunion reception and dinner were held

Saturday evening at the Naismith Memorial Basket-

ball Hall of Fame. Alumni toured the museum
exhibits prior to the reception and dinner. During the

dinner. Assistant Dean, Director of Development and

Law Alumni Relations Keith McKittrick presented

a multimedia show of images of those alumni in

attendance when they were law students, as well

as a photographic history of the School of Law.

The highlight of the show was the montage of long-

time faculty members who were in attendance.

To see pictures, please visit the website at:

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni.

Judge Rebekah J. Crampton Kamukala '78, converses with

first-year student Rebecca Ehrenberg

ram

Holds Kick-off Receptio

The Office of Career Services sponsored the Mentoring

Program kick-off reception held at the School of Law

on February 3, 2005. More than 60 mentors and

an equal number of students are participating in the

program this year.



Alumni News

(Photos L to R) Speaker Julian Tynes '97, Speaker Maisha Shaw 3L, and Professor Sam Stonefield catching up with Keeana Saxon Kiberu 03 and Aimee Griffin IVIunnings 03

Fifth Annual Dinner for Students and Alumni of Color
More than 75 alumni, students, faculty, and School administrators joined

Dean Art Gaudio for the Fifth Annual Dinner for Students and Alumni of

Color held at the Log Cabin in Holyoke, MA, on November 16, 2004. The

dinner offers students an opportunity to meet with graduates who have

realized successful careers across a broad spectrum of legal practice.

Alumnus Julian Tynes '97, Associate General Council for the Department

of Mental Retardation Western Mass, served at the alumni speaker.

Maisha Shaw 3L, of Alberta, Canada, recipient of the 2004 Black Judges

Award and president of the Multicultural Law Student's Association

(MCLSA), spoke on behalf of the students.

Alumni Receptions Around the Country
w:

i
\ «

N » 1 If

(

>'
1 f r

m
1

Photo Left (L to R) Professor Bill Baker, his wife Joan, former professor Dennis Binder,

Lisa Rucks '95, and former Dean Don Dunn '83. Photo Right (L to R) Robert Nissenbaum
'80 and Ralph Mongeluzo '79.

Alumni from metro-Connecticut, New York, and Fairfield County gather at the Silvermine

Tavern.

Norwalk, CT

On September 23, 2004, 17

Law Alumni from metro-

Connecticut, New York, and

Fairfield County gathered at

the Silvermine Tavern in

Norwalk, CT and caught up

on the latest news from

School of Law with Associ-

ate Deans Eric Gouvin and

Sam Stonefield. The group

en-joyed a buffet dinner fol-

lowed by jazz music in the

charming setting of the

200-year-old tavern.

Hartford, CT
This year's Hartford recep-

tion was held on October 9,

2004 at the new offices of

Shipman & Goodwin. One

Constitution Plaza, Hart-

ford. Christine Chinni '91

and Raymond J. Casella '99

hosted our 30 Hartford area

alums.

Framingham, tVIA

School of Law Dean Art

Gaudio and Assistant Dean

and Director of Law Alumni

Relations Keith McKittrick

gathered for a dinner with

alumni Natasha Ashe '92,

an attorney for the Mass

Division of Capital Asset

Management and alumnus

Frank Oleskiewicz '61,

a retired Western New
England College Trustee, at

Desmond O'Malley's in

Framingham, MA. on Nov-

ember 3, 2004.

Washington, DC

Thirteen alumni met on

November 4, 2005, for a

reception at the Petit Plats

restaurant in Washington,

DC. after attending the

AALS recruitment confer-

ence. They were joined by

Dean Art Gaudio, Assistant

Dean Keith McKittrick. and

Professors Bob Lusardi and

Tina Cafaro.

San Francisco, CA

An evening reception was

held on January 5, 2005, at

the San Francisco Hilton.

Three law alumni: Lisa

Rucks '95. Assistant and

General Manager for Lowe

Enterprises Real Estate

Group; Robert Nissenbaum

'80, Director of the law

library and Law Professor

at Fordham University Law

School: and Ralph Mon-

geluzo '79, Director of Liti-

gation Services for Think

Twice. Inc. gathered with

current and former faculty

who were in town to attend

the AALS Convention.

The group included for-

mer Dean Don Dunn '83;

Dean Art Gaudio: Assistant

Dean Keith McKittrick; Pro-

fessors Bill Baker, Bill

Childs, Bruce Miller. Eric

Miller: and former faculty

member Dennis Binder.

They enjoyed dining "Tep-

panyaki-style," a Japanese

cuisine of meat and vegeta-

bles prepared and eaten off

a large tabletop grill.

The 2004 Hartford

reception was held

at the new offices

of Shipman &
Goodwin, in

Hartford.



ALUMNI NEWS ByMaryMazzaferw

LAW SCHOOL STUDENTS AND ALUMNI

HIT THE COURTS
FOR 30TH ANNUAL BASKETBALL

TOURNAMENT
The 30th annual Western New England College School of Law Bas-

ketball Tournament was held February 18-20, 2005, at the College's

Alumni Healthful Living Center and the Naismith Memorial Basket-

ball Hall of Fame. Men's and Women's teams from law schools

throughout the Northeast, including Western New England College,

Albany, Quinnipiac, UConn, and Vermont competed. One team of

practicing attorneys traveled from New Jersey to participate. UConn

teams took both the men's title women's title at the championship

games held at center court at the Basketball Hall of Fame.

Show Your Sch
Pride with Sty
The Development and Law Alumni Relations

Office is now offering alumni the opportunity to

purcfiase special merchandise online at

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. The first item is an

Izod© golf shirt in men's and women's sizes

from small to extra large. The price is only

$30 plus shipping and handling. Other items

such as travel mugs, baseball caps,

sweatshirts, key chains, and letter openers

will soon be available on the College's

new e-store. Show your Law School pride

and order your shirt today. You may order

over the phone by calling 413-782-1311.

Law Alumni

Board of Directors Fall Meeting

Members of the board share ideas at the October 30, 2004 meeting

Eighteen members of the Law Alumni Board of Directors attended a meeting

on October 30, 2004. The very active board continues to work on "Quality

Connections," focusing on our Class Agent program, building chapters, and

strengthening communications.

Career Services

Hosts Alumni Panels

The Office of Career Services spon-

sored several career panels this fall,

which brought alumni practitioners

and local judges to the School of

Law. These alumni are a great

resource for students to learn about

various employment sectors and

what it is really like to work in a

particular area of law. Please con-

sider participating if you are invited

to speak at an upcoming panel. To

learn about participating, contact

Assistant Dean of Career Services

Charlene Allen at 413-782-1416.

(Top Photo) Large Firm and Corporation

Hiring Panel (L to R) Rebecca Bouchard '03.

Heidi McCormick '99, Elwira Stefens '03,

and Kevin Greene '95.

(Middle Photo) Public Interest Hiring

Panel (L to R) Robert Berge '00, Karen

Southerland '00, Bensen Solivan '03,

and Jason Thomas 02.

(Bottom Photo) Career Conversations on

Intellectual Property Law (L to R) Michelle

Bugbee '00 and Pamela Chestek '00.
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Institute for Legislative and
Governmental Affairs
Fall Term ^uv«ft

THE INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS had a very successful fall

semester. It sponsored the Ninth Annual Supreme Court Review Conference and a program on the

50th anniversary of the decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) (see story on Page 32). We
also cosponsored four Continuing Legal Education Programs with state and local bar associations. In addi-

tion, the Massachusetts Appeals Court held its semi-annual visit to the Law School in October; we were

pleased to join the judges for lunch after the arguments. Some Institute programs may be viewed online at

the Law School's website (www.law.wnec.edu/public).

(L to R) Justice Kent B. Smith, Associate Justice IVIark V. Green, and Associate

Justice Andre A. Gelinas at the Appeals Court Sitting

Continiiinn Leoal Education Prooram«;

Together with the bar associations, the Institute cosponsored four very

successful CLE programs, including the very popular annual "Western

Massachusetts Recent Developments in Bankruptcy" and "How to

Handle a Residential Real Estate Closing." Through the efforts of Federal

Bankruptcy Judge Henry Boroff and Attorney Jonathan R. Goldsmith,

our distinguished panel included Federal Judge William C. Hillman:

Springfield attorneys Henry E. Geberth Jr., Paul Salvage, and Kerry

David Strayer; and Northampton Attorney Denise M. Shear. Led by our

own Dennis R Powers, Esq. '82, together with Stephen Leecock, Esq., of

the First American Title Insurance Company, the real estate program

covered a variety of subjects related to closings.

Graduates may wish to watch their email for announcements of future

CLE programs. They are excellent seminars with leading experts in the

field, written materials, and discounted admission for Western New Eng-

land College School of Law alums.

Supreme Court Review Conference

The Ninth Annual Supreme Court Revievi/ Conference featured Professors

Leora Harpaz, Arthur Leavens, Bruce Miller, Eric Miller, and Sam Stone-

field with Professor Wolf serving as the moderator. Professor Harpaz

addressed the First Amendment cases, including the Court's affirmance

of a preliminary injunction enjoining the Child Online Protection Act and

the dismissal of a challenge to the "under God" language in the Pledge

of Allegiance.

Professors Arthur Leavens and Eric Miller explored the unusually large

number of criminal law decisions of the October 2003 term. In addition

to the search and seizures cases, the Court had several matters dealing

with the Miranda warning. In addition, the professors discussed some of

the habeas corpus and death penalty opinions that seem to be occupying

more of the Court's docket these days. Finally, the Court issued an

important ruling regarding the sentencing of criminal defendants, hold-

ing that judges could not, under sentencing guidelines, enhance a prison

term beyond the statutory maximum without the aid of the jury.

Professor Stonefield examined the large number of cases in the employ-

ment field, mostly discrimination decisions. Wearing his "evidence law"

hat, he also discussed an important Confrontation Clause decision. Pro-

fessor Bruce Miller concluded the seminar with a discussion of the deci-

sions challenging the Government's detention of terrorism suspects,

citizens and aliens, imprisoned in the United States and at Guantanamo

Bay, Cuba. In addition to allowing detainees to seek judicial review

through federal habeas corpus, the Court also suggested that unlawfully

imprisoned foreign nationals may have a civil action for damages against

federal officials under the Alien Tort Statute.
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ll^je School ofLaw commemorated t^e fiftieth anniversary

of the Supreme Court's decision on ^rOWYl V. ^0(krd

ofUduCiXtion with two programs that emphasized

the contemporary relevance of these iconic opinions

and the continuing strujjie for racialjustice.
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Brown v. Board of Education

RECENT AND CLASSIC BOOKS
ON BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION

CLASSIC BOOKS

Richard Kluger, Simple Justice:

the tiistory of Brown v. Board of

Education and Blacl< America's

struggle for equality {Knopt 1976).

Waldo E. Martin, Brown v. Board

of Education: A brief history with

documents (Bedford/St. Martin's

1998).

Gary Orfield, Dismantling Deseg-

regation: the quiet reversal of

Brown v. Board of Education

(New Press 1996).

Race. Law and Culture: Reflec-

tions on Brown v. Board of

Education (Austin Sarat, ed.,

Oxford University Press 1997).

Removing a Badge of Slavery: the

record of Brown v. Board of Edu-

cation (Mark Wliitman, ed.,

Marl(us Wiener Pub.1993).

Paul E. Wilson, A Time to Lose:

representing Kansas in Brown v.

Board of Education (University of

Kansas 1995).

Raymond Wolters, The Burden

of Brown: thirty years of school

desegregation (University of

Tennessee Press 1984).

RECENT BOOKS

Derrick A. Bell, Silent Covenants:

Brown v. Board of Education and

the unfulfilled hopes for racial

equality (Oxford University

Press 2004).

Black. White, and Brown: the

landmark school desegregation

case in retrospect (Clzte Cushman

& Melvin I. Urofsky, ed.. Supreme

Court Historical Society/CQ

Press 2004).

Kenneth Bancroft Clark, Toward

Humanity and Justice: the writ-

ings of Kenneth B. Clark, scholar

of the 1954 Brown v Board of

Education decision (Woody Klein,

ed., Praeger 2004).

Charles Clotfelter, After Brown:

The Rise and Retreat of School

Desegregation (Princeton Univer-

sity Press 2004).

Robert J. Cottrol, Brown v. Board

of Education: caste, culture, and

the constitution (University Press

of Kansas 2003).

Educational Freedom in Urban

America: Brown v. Board after

half a cenft/ry (David Salisbury

& Casey Lartigue, Jr., eds.,

Cato Institute 2004).

Peter H. Irons, Jim Crow's Chil-

dren: the broken promise of the

Brown decision (Viking Press

2002).

John A. Kirk, Redefining the Color

Line: black activism in Little Rock,

Arkansas. 1940-1970

(University Press of Florida 2002).

Michael J. Klarman, From Jim

Crow to Civil Rights: the Supreme

Court and the struggle for racial

equality (Oxford University

Press 2004).

Charles J. Ogletree, All Deliber-

ate Speed: reflections on the first

half century of Brown v. Board

of Education (W.W. Norton &

Co. 2004).

Gary Orfield & Chungmei Lee,

Brown at 50: King's dream or

Plessy's nightmare? [Cm\ Rights

Project 2004).

James T. Patterson, Brown v

Board of Education: a civil rights

milestone and its troubled legacy

(Oxford University Press 2001).

The Unhnished Agenda of Brown

vs. Board of Education (The edi-

tors of Black issues in Higher Edu-

cation, with James Anderson &
Dara N. Byrne, eds., J. Wiley &
Sons, 2004).

What Brown v. Board of Education

Should Have Said: the nation 's

top legal experts rewrite Amer-

ica 's landmark civil rights deci-

sion (Jack M. Balkin, ed.. New
York University Press 2001).

Juan Williams, Thurgood Mar-

shall: American revolutionary

(Three Rivers Press 2000).

•If

The first program, organized by Professor

Art Wolf and the Institute for Legislative

and Governmental Affairs, examined the

impact of the Brown case and the ensuing

desegregation law in Springfield, MA.
Distinguished presenters including Con-

gressman Richard Neal (D-MA), School

Committee member Marjorie Hurst '85

(mother of Justin Hurst '04), Attorney

Robert Fleischner and Ms. Elaine Rucks

(mother of Charles Rucks '05) spoke of the

desegregation litigation in 1969 and the

racial balance cases from 1970 until today.

The presentations also addressed three

related issues unexplored in the Brown
opinions but brutally apparent today: the

many differences between ending segrega-

tion, on the one hand, and achieving inte-

gration, on the other; the impossibility of

integrating schools in the face of segre-

gated housing patterns (and certainly with-

out urban/suburban regional school

districts, for which there is no political will

and, after the Supreme Court's 1974
Milliken decision, no legal footing); and

the distinction between quality education

and integrated education. Streaming video

of the first program is available at

www.law.wnec.edu/public by choosing

Multimedia Archives. The sidebar includes

a bibliography of recent and classic books

on Brown that was distributed and dis-

cussed at the program.

Organized by Professor Eric Miller, the

American Constitution Society, and
MCAD Commissioner Cynthia Tucker '86,

the second event invited law students,

area college and high-school students

and teachers, and community leaders to

hear Charles Ogletree, the Jesse Cli-

menko. Professor of Law at Harvard Law

School, talk about his new book. All

Deliberate Speed: Reflections on the First

Half-Century of Brown v. Board of Educa-

tion. While affirming the importance of

Brown in marking the beginning of the

end of state-sponsored segregation. Professor Ogletree in his

speech and his book noted the several doctrinal omissions and

limitations of Brown and its progeny and the enormous and con-

tinuing gap between its promise of equality and the reality of

corrosive racial inequality.

^ The name case involving Linda Brown was from Topeka, KS; the others were from

Delaware, South Carolina and Virginia: Thurgood Marshall was the attorney of record

for the plaintiffs in the Delaware case, Briggi i. Elliott. The second case, also decided on
May 13, 1954, was Boiling v. Sharpe, which held that official educational segregation in

the District of Columbia violated the Fifth Amendment, just as such segregation by states

and their instrumentalities violated the Fourteenth Amendment. The third case was Brown
II, decided on May 31, 1955, addressing the remedial issues in the cases and using the

(in)famous phrase "with all deliberate speed." Late in his life, justice Thurgood Marshall

remarked that he finally learned what "all deliberate speed" meant: s-l-o-w.

Above Top to Bottom:

Professor Ogletree,

Professor Sam Stonefield,

Professor Bruce Miller, and

Justice John Greaney

SPRING 2005 33



Clason Speaker Series

by Sharon Roulier

Western New England College

School of Law

Speaker Series
Two outstanding Clason Speaker Series lectures on important public

policy issues concluded the fall semester.

In his October 2004 lecture entitled "Charity Begins in Washington,

DC," Professor Edward Rubin, professor of law at the University of Penn-

sylvania Law School, suggested that the advent of the modern adminis-

trative state has changed the moral foundations of charity, arguing that

instead of private giving, citizens should vote for adequate and even gen-

erous social welfare programs.

Professor Rubin is an accomplished interdisciplinary scholar specializ-

ing in administrative law and legal theory. He has written about and

researched extensively the areas of Constitutional law, theory of legal

scholarship, and law and morality.

Clason Speakers Discuss Civic Duty, Cliarity, and

Corporate Financial Reporting Reform

A December 2004 lecture presented by Lawrence Cunningham, profes-

sor of law and business at Boston College Law School, explored corporate

tax reporting reform. In a lecture entitled "Choosing Gatekeepers: The

Financial Statement Insurance Alternative to Auditor Liability" Cunningham

discussed a new method for assuring the accuracy of the financial state-

ments of public corporations.

He proposes that, as a condition for issuing such insurance, large

insurance companies should require that independent accountants, paid

for by the insurance company, first audit the books and approve the

financial statement. This would reduce problems of capture and conflict-

ing loyalties and enhance the accuracy of financial statements. He con-

tends that large insurance companies would then be less likely to implode

and require bankruptcy protection than the corporation issuing mislead-

ing financial statements.

Professor Cunningham specializes in corporate finance, accounting,

and mergers and acquisitions. A prolific legal scholar, he has authored

dozens of articles and six books including Introductory Accounting,

Finance and Auditing for Lawyers, now in its fourth edition and adopted

by more than 50 law schools throughout the U.S.
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ALUMNI NOTES s^MOS
Class Agents
are needed for the Classes of 1971, 1972, 1974,

1975, 1978, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1986, 1987,

1989, 1995, and 2000. Ifyou are interested in

serving as a Class Agent please contact Carol

Thompson at cthompson@law.wnec.edu.

Stay in the loop!
Please be sure your Class Agent and the alumni

office have your current mailing and

e-mail addresses.

Robert E. Kubicek. retired Senior

Partner of Appleton, Kubicek, Rice

and Mitchell, now resides with his

wife Rosemary, in Washington, l\IC.

He has been elected vice chairman of

the Regional Hospital Authority and

is also vice chairman of the Beaufort

County Hospital Board of Trustees.

19
Class agent Hon. Peter Sokaris email:

usapgs@cs.com

W2
Paul Corbett has reopened his law

office in Great Barrington. VT. where

he will engage in the general practice

of law with an emphasis on litigation of

personal injury, divorce, and workers'

compensation.

IS 3
Class agent Walter Powell email:

wvp29@aol.com

13
Class agent Gary Thomas email: ser-

vice@wealthtectinologies.com

19
Class agent Marty Martin email:

marty_martin@bellsouth.net

Dana Barrows continues as a business

and estate planning specialist with

Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance,

working with over 500 clients through-

out the northeast on their personal, busi-

ness, and estate planning.

Del Brand, now retired, was the Senior

Partner of a personal injury/Tort litigation

firm located in White Plains. NY. and

NYC midtown known as Brand. Brand

& Burke.

Victor Caponera continues to practice in

his private law office limited to municipal

zoning and planning, personal injury liti-

gation, representation of plaintiff, com-

mercial real estate, and criminal defense.

Timothy Chelpaty is currently working at

his law office in Las Cruces, NM.

Richard Coleman is currently running

solo at the law firm of Shapiro & Cole-

man in North Massapequa, NY. since his

partner retired.

Mark Draper reports to Perspectives that

he is working at Annino. Draper &

Moore in Springfield. MA.

Charles Eliopoulos continues to work

for the Massachusetts Probate and Fam-

ily Court in Springfield. MA. He and his

wife. Marcia, have one son, Thomas.

Jeffrey B. Garfield recently celebrated

his 25th anniversary as the Executive

Director and General Counsel of the Con-

necticut Elections Enforcement Commis-

sion, having exclusive jurisdiction over

the enforcement of state election laws.

His daughter, Melinda. recently gradu-

ated from the University of Rhode Island

with a B.A. in communications.

Gerald Hecht is in private practice in

Danbury. CT with an emphasis on real

estate, divorce, litigation, criminal and

bankruptcy law. He has been married for

25 years, and has two sons.

Mitchell I. Klein recently returned from

a two-week trip to China.

William Kroll will soon be relocating to

Savannah. GA. where he is building a

new home.

Marc Needelman has been elected Vice-

chair of the Bloomfield. CT Democratic

Town Committee.

Jeffrey H. Levin is currently working in

Boston.

William Sadek is currently Chief Clerk of

the judicial district of New Haven Supe-

rior Court. He has also been elected

President of the New Haven County Bar

Association for the upcoming year

Representative Thomas L. Stevenson

has been reelected to his fifth term and

appointed chairman of the Pennsylvania

House Ethics Committee. He and his

wife. Roberta, live in the Markham

School area of Mt. Lebanon, PA.

Stephen A. Unsworth is currently the

Senior Partner of Unsworth Barra & Jar-

rett located in Essex Junction, VT. He is

also a principal in ABX Title, and lives in

Shelburne, VT. with his wife. Shona. and

three children.

Andrew Yood has retired as Director

of Taxation at the American Petroleum

Institute. He has taken an eight-month

sabbatical, and joined Ernst & Young

as a Principal and Director of Oil and

Gas Tax Services.
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ALUMNI NOTES |
Spring 2005

Where are they now?

Barry Maddix '83

York. ME
Assistant General

Counsel and Assistant

Vice President

Federal Reserve Bank

of Boston

Years in Present Position: 16

How did your education at tlie Western New England

College Sctiool of Law tielp define your career goals:

"My participation in the Jessup Moot Court Competition

sparked my interest in international law and led me to

consider joining the Air Force as a Judge Advocate Gen-

eral. While in the Air Force. I was able to earn my LL.M.

in banking law. I also gained experience in the Air Force

in government contracts litigation. Those two experi-

ences enabled me to obtain a corporate counsel position

at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston."

How did tfie Scliool of Law prepare you for your pro-

fessional career: The course curriculum was just right

for a career as in-house counsel."

IVIost memorable professor and wtiy: Professor Rock-

wood. He was a real character v;ho didn't always con-

form to the norm. He also tried new approaches to

learning. He had us research and role-play the different

parties involved in the Nicaraguan revolution."

IVIost influential professor and wtiy: Professor Art

Wolf. Art was a teacher, coach, mentor, and friend."

Sctiool of Law membersliips, involvements, extracur-

ricular activities: Student Senate Budget Committee,

Speaker's Committee, basketball, swimming, and ice

hockey.

Brief synopsis of your average day: 1 review contracts,

attend meetings. I review materials relating to secured

transaction issues involving pledged collateral, review

banking applications, and deal with several other issues

facing in-house counsel such as tax, insurance, litiga-

tion, and intellectual property issues."

If you could go back and retake one class, which

would it be and why: 'Property—because I realize now

that I didn't appreciate much of the information that was

presented at that time."

W8
Class agents: Lew Kurland email:

lkurland@khov.com

Andrew Aloe email:

andrewaloe@shencoke.com

Anne Geoffrion email: amgeoffrion@prodigy.net

Deborati Grover email:

attorneygrover@comcast.com

Michael K. Ligorano, a member of the

Somerville, NJ, law firm Norris McLaughlin &

Marcus PA., has been selected by The Arc of New

Jersey as the winner of the Volunteer of the Year

Award. He earned this award tor his work improv-

ing the quality of life for people with mental retar-

dation and their families.

George IVI. Philip, Executive Director of the New

York Teachers' Retirement System, has been elected

to the US Airways Group Board of Directors.

lU

Elaine Kolish. Associate Director for Enforcement

at the Federal Trade Commission, appeared on

The Oprah Winfrey Show speaking about protect-

ing yourself against scams.

13"
Lynda Godkin has been selected to receive the

2003 Chairman's Award at The Hartford Financial

Services Group. She earned the award for her role

in the creation and implementation of the North-

side Institutions Neighborhood Alliance, encourag-

ing reinvestment in Hartford's historic

neighborhoods.

W12
Class agents Ellen Teller and

fi/laureen Burns email:

meb@pellegrinolawfirm.com

Representative Gale Candaras was reelected to

her fifth term in the Massachusetts House of

Representatives. She was a principal speaker at

the National Cervical Cancer Conference held in

Washington, DC, and currently serves as the

Chair of the Massachusetts Task Force on Cervical

Cancer, recently created through Gale's legislative

efforts. Gale also gave the keynote address at the

Bay Path College Career Summit Conference, On

January 5, 2005, four Western New England Col-

lege School of Law graduates were sworn in as

members of the Massachusetts State Legislature.

Arthur Haley has been named by Gov. W. Mitt

Romney as an associate justice for the Dudley,

MA District Court.

Bradley A. Kramer has accepted a position as

Senior Associate with the law firm of Brayton

Puree!! in Los Angeles, specializing in product

liability litigation, asbestos litigation, toxic torts,

and catastrophic personal injury.

Thomas S. Locke has recently been elected to the

Board of Directors of the Agawam Small Business

Assistance Center in Agawam, MA.

IVIark IVlorIsi and his wife, formerly Laurie Lan-

ders, celebrated their 13th wedding anniversary

Mark is a partner with Morisi & O'Connell in

Springfield. They reside in Longmeadow, MA, with

their two daughters, Angelina and Julia.

David S. Forrest has been appointed by the Exec-

utive Council to the position as Marital Master in

the Superior Court of New Hampshire.

19
Class agent Ina Forman email:

aliforman@aol.com

Joseph Curran is currently working in Northamp-

ton. MA, specializing in immigration law.

Jack Ferriter of Ferriter & Ferriter LL.C has been

elected to the Board of Directors of the Hampden

County Bar Association. Jack is Managing Partner

of the Holyoke based firm that has been repre-

senting businesses, individuals, and municipalities

for two generations. He is also Treasurer of Dis-

trict Attorney William Bennett's Project Hand Gun

Remove. Executive Committee member of the Pio-

neer Valley United Way, and Vice President of the

Chamber of Commerce.
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Where are they now?^

Acting class agent Pete Steingraber email:

cisco3ack@aol.com

Acting class agent Pete Steingraber email:

cisco3ack@aol.com

Representative Daniel Keenan was sworn in as a

member of ttie Massachusetts State Legislature.

Donna L. Wexler has been named partner at the

Springfield based firm of Bacon & Wilson PC.

She joined the firm in 2001 as a member of the

firm's real estate department, and she handles all

types of commercial and residential closings. In

addition, her practice includes domestic relations,

estate planning, and landlord and tenant issues.

Nancy Winkelman is only the ninth lawyer—and

the first woman—to be selected as a Fellow of the

American Academy of Appellate Lawyers from the

Third Circuit region (PA, NJ, DE, and the Virgin

Islands). She is a partner at Schnader Harrison

Segal & Lewis LLP

Class agents Ann Marie Lancour email:

lancourA@staff.abanet. org

Michael Borg email: lawmab@aol.com

is::
Class agent Chris Browne email:

cameronbrowne@msn. com

Brian Lemoine has become an Administrative

Law Judge with the Social Security Administration

in the Tampa, FL, hearing office.

David W. Ostrander

has successfully com-

pleted the requirements

for recertification in

business and consumer

bankruptcy law. He has

owned and operated

his law practice in

Northampton, MA,

since 1994, specializing

in bankruptcy matters,

and was appointed as a Chapter 7 bankruptcy

trustee to administer bankruptcy cases in Hamp-

den, Hampshire, and Franklin counties.

Keith D. Becker maintains his solo law practice in

Dallas, TX, and was recently named one of the top

attorneys under 40 years old practicing in Dallas.

It. Alaric Fox has been promoted to commander

at the State Police Troop C barracks in Tolland, CT

Class agents Chris Browne email:

cameronbrowne@msn.com

George Conway email:

attorney@georgeconway.com

Martha Allard email:

marthaallarcl@comcast. net

Josepli R. Perlak USMC was recently promoted

to Lt. Colonel and also received the Eugene P

Angrist award. This award recognizes the person

whose contribution to the Department of the Navy

or the American public reflects qualities of public

service and professional excellence.

19
Class agent Chris Browne email:

cameronbrowne@msn.com

Peter M. Brunault has joined the law firm of

Brunault, Proulx & McGinness In Holyoke, MA.

Gregory J. Dumark and Sheila Carroll were mar-

ried on June 26. 2004, and will reside in Kenneb-

unk, ME.

Michael A. Borg '88

Melville. NY
Managing Attorney

Bellavia Gentile & Associates, LLP

What made you decide to attend Western

New England College School of Law:

"I met Frank Motley, then the Dean of Admissions, at a

School of Law recruitment fair at Stony Brook Univer-

sity. He invited me to visit the School. Frank was great.

He sealed the deal! I was one of Motley's Crew!"

School of Law memberships, involvements,

extracurricular activities:

Vice Chair of Graduation Committee-Class of 1988;

Softball and football intramurals; director of the Alumni

Association 1998-2002; class agent 2003 - present;

judge of First Year Moot Court on several occasions.

Most memorable professor and why: "Professor Fred

Royal. He was as big a Red Sox fan as I am a Mets fan.

I think the fact that my Mets cap became a staple of

my wardrobe during that period had a lot to do with

the fact that he called on me a lot. I was always pre-

pared for that class!"

Most influential professors and why: Professor Bill

Baker and the late Professor Catherine Jones. "Profes-

sor Baker's first-year Property class is probably one of

the most important and practical classes anyone will

take in law school. Professor Jones' First Year Torts,

Trusts and Estates, and Family Law have played a sig-

nificant role in many of my career dealings."

Community involvements: "I am a founding board

member and general counsel to the Honeysuckle

Foundation for Children with Cancer."

Motto by which you live: "Don't sweat the small stuff."

Personal: Married to Paula for 14 years; two children,

Gennah, 11 and Nolan, seven.

Hobbies: Fishing and golfing
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Gina Barry '99

Holyoke, MA
Associate

Bacon & Wilson

Springfield, MA

Recently named an "Up and Coming Lawyer"

by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly. Gina Barry

has spent the six years since graduating mak-

ing a name for herself in estate planning, par-

ticularly in the niche area of pet estate

planning. The future is wide open for this up-

and-comer.

Areas of expertise: Estate planning, pet estate

planning, Medicaid planning, asset protection,

and identity theft.

Why pet estate planning? "I'm an animal

lover and have always had a soft spot in my
heart for animals. I wanted to find a way to

combine my love for animals with my law prac-

tice."

Biggest concern of pet owners: "People worry

about who will care for their pets when they are

gone. Legally, pets are viewed as personal

property, which means that they become part

of the estate. I work with people to make sure

that the person who gets the estate wants the

animal."

Common misconception: That money can be

left to a pet. "You cannot leave money to an

animal. Money can be left to a person for the

care of an animal. There are accounting

requirements, and a great deal of language is

included in the clause in regards to euthanasia

so that the person does not put the animal

down and keep the money. The decision to

euthanize the animal has to be made by its vet-

erinarian and an independent veterinarian. If it

is decided that the animal needs to be put

down, the money is divested from the person

named as the pet's caretaker and is returned to

the estate.

"

Pets: Dog, cat. fish, and birds

Professional mentor: Hyman Darling '76. "I

view Hyman as a father figure."

Melissa B. Maichle has been named

Practice Development Manager at

Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP in

Boston. She works with attorneys

and practice groups to develop and

execute strategic marketing plans for

the firm. She and her husband, John,

welcomed their second child, Evan

Parker born June 1 1 , 2004. He joins

big brother, Conner, age three.
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Class agents Holly Lemieux email:

hlemieux@lynchlynch.com

Katie Stone Harrington email:

bharrington5207@attbi.com

Lisa Bongiovi email:

lbongiovi@cantorcolburn.com

Peter M. Castelluccio is currently the

Estate Planning Specialist at the firm

of Charles P Wagner '95 & Associ-

ates in Boston. His practice focuses

on alternative family planning,

domestic partnerships, and special

needs for people living with HIV.

Edmund A. Greene recently sold his

business. Environmental Insurance

Brokerage Services, Inc. to a major

insurance brokerage firm, IMA Finan-

cial Group, and now has an employ-

ment contract in charge of building a

large environmental insurance book

of business.

WIS
Gina C. Birchall has been promoted

to Second Vice President and Coun-

sel of Berkshire Life Insurance Com-

pany of America.

Senator Stephen Buoniconti was

sworn in to his first, two-year term

as a member of the Massachusetts

Senate.

John M. Claffey has been appointed

to a special bar advocate commis-

sion by Senate President Robert E.

Travaglini. The commission will

study all aspects of providing legal

representation for indigent clients.

Mr Claffey is also a Professor of

Criminal Justice at Western New

England College.

Amy Howard and Neil Andrews are

pleased to announce the birth of

their second child, Sarah Ruth, born

June 13, 2004. Neil is partner with

the group Hedrick Eatman of Char-

lotte, NC.

Representative Cheryl Rivera was

sworn in as a member of the Massa-

chusetts State Legislature.

Charles Wagner has been named

one of Massachusetts "Super

Lawyers" for his dedication to advo-

cating for dignified work environ-

ments, assisting both individuals and

employers. His five attorney firm,

Charles P Wagner & Associates,

includes Peter M. Castelluccio '94,

who is the firm's Estate Planning

Specialist with his focuses on alter-

native family planning, domestic

partnerships, and special needs for

people living with HIV.

W7
Class agent

Michael Blanchard email:

miblanchard@skadden.com

If
Jodie Roure, Professor at John Jay

College, was the Grand Marshal for

the convocation ceremony celebrat-

ing the 40th Anniversary of the

founding of John Jay College of

Criminal Justice where Honorable

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate Jus-

tice of the Supreme Court, was the

keynote speaker.

Class agents

Marie Angelides email:

angelides@angelidesandsouth.com

Frances Johnson-South email:

south@angelidesandsouth.com

William S.

Wilson II has

joined the law

firm of Hallo-

ran & Sage in

Hartford. Mr

Wilson has

practiced in

the areas of

construction

Class agent Darlene Massery email:

darlenemassery@hotmail.com

Jeffrey S. Morneau and Karen

Pincince '03 recently coauthored

an article in the Massachusetts Bar

Association Section Review entitled

"Offers to Purchase the American

Dream: The Effect of McCarthy

V Tobin."

. mil a odyc iii

Hartford. Mr^^^^W Wilson has «f1 ||fl

^H^^^^^l practiced ;
*

^V'V^^^H the areas of f i# ''U

and surety law for seven years and

represented clients in state and

federal courts.

Class agent Rebecca Proakis email:

rproakis@nage.org

Kelly Fogg has been promoted to

assistant police chief for the town of

Groton, CI
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IN MEMORIAM

Donald Loper and

Paige Sullivan 00

were married in

2003 and welcomed

their first child,

Ashlyn Reese, in

January 2004. They

reside in Tampa and both are currently

working for Fortuna Energy, Inc.

IB.
Eric Holland is Advisor and

Spokesperson for the Civil Rights

Division of the United States Depart-

ment of Justice. Eric married Kristen

King '01, and is in private practice in

Alexandria, VA.

2m
Class agents Michele Morris email:

mmorris 1 3@hotmall.com

Matt Massengiil email:

mmassengilllaw@comcast. net

Deborah Hammer-Phillips has become

the Executive Director of the Elizabeth

Freeman Center in Pittsfield, MA. This

center operates many programs to help

victims of domestic abuse.

2m
Class agents Lori Leavitt email:

Ilea4407@aol.com

Gregory Lenetis email:

glenetis@usadatanet. net

Carmina Fernandes has returned from

abroad where she participated in the

International Criminal Tribunal for

Rwanda (ICTR) held in Tanzania, and

also spent three months in Arusha,

Africa, where she worked as an ICTR

Chambers intern. IVIs. Fernandes has

opened her law firm in Ludlow, MA,

specializing in business and interna-

tional law litigation. In addition to real

estate, immigration, trademark, estate

planning and collections, Carmina can

also translate Portuguese legal docu-

ments, and is a notary recognized by

the Portuguese Consulate.
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Betsy Weiner is presently in Iraq

working with the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers, Gulf Region South, as a

public affairs officer (civilian).

2B
Class agents Anderson Theodore

email: a_theodorejd@yahoo.com

Karen Pincince email:

karen161@msn.com

Richard Gray email:

rlgray9@hotmail.com

Theresa M. Brown has become an

associate in the firm of Robinson

Donovan PC in Springfield, MA.

Brian Ladouceur has joined the IMico-

lai Law Group in Springfield. MA.

Tanya Moriarty has joined the law firm

of Johnson and Sclafani in West

Springfield, MA, specializing in family

law, personal injury, criminal defense,

and immigration.

Karen Pincince and George Romano

were married on October 16, 2004.

Karen and Jeffrey S. Morneau '98

recently coauthored an article in the

Massachusetts Bar Association Sec-

tion fleweiv entitled, "Offers to

Purchase the American Dream: The

Effect of McCarthy v. Tobln."

Peter Wagner, head of the Prison Pol-

icy Institute in Northampton, MA, was

recently featured in the Boston Sun-

day Globe in a story regarding his pro-

ject to quantify and reform the current

practice of utilizing the census to shift

political power away from the poor

and minority communities and into

prison expansion. In recognition for

his work, he was recently awarded a

fellowship by the Soros Foundation's

Open Society Institute.

Courtney

Almeida gave

birth to a baby

boy on October

26, 2004,

named Justin

Smith Almeida.

Joshua Gilman, John Francis, and

Jennifer Mancini have started their

own company in Danbury, CT called

Gilman Title Searching, LLC, which

titles abstracts for both First American

Title Insurance Company and Chicago

Title Insurance Company. In addition

to their company. Josh and John

have opened a law firm, Gilman &

Francis, LLC.

Joseph P. McManus has joined the

law firm of Trantolo & Trantolo LLC

in Hartford, CT

Karin Page was accepted into the

Transnational Business Practice LL.M.

Program at McGeorge School of Law,

University of the Pacific in Sacramento,

CA. The specific LL.M. program

offered her the opportunity to explore a

career in international business. The

program started with a six week pre-

internship program at the University of

Salzberg in Austria, followed by a three

month internship in the Dutch law firm

of Van Mens en Wisselink in Rotter-

dam, The Netherlands. During her

internship she had the opportunity to

work directly with a Dutch client on

drafting a private placement memoran-

dum for his company.

Marc A. Strange recently secured a

position as an assistant District Attor-

ney in Warren County, NY.

The magazine has received notice of

the deaths of the following members

of the Law School family.

Kevin P. Barry '90 passed away May 28,

2004. He leaves his parents, John and Peggy

Barry; and his sister. Colleen Schiff.

Michael P. Deasy '77 passed away June 23,

2004. He leaves is wife, Deborah Kavanaugh

Deasy; his daughter, Sarah D. Moriarty; and

his son, Seth Michael Deasy.

Nerve Joseph Giard Jr. '65 passed av/ay

December 28, 2003. He leaves his wife, Joan

Giard.

John Goodwill '63 passed away June 22,

2004. He leaves his son, Douglas J. Goodwill,

and his daughter, Patricia K. Goodwill.

Eugene L. Hannon '75 passed away April 28,

2004. He leaves his former wife, Maureen S.

Hannan; and his sister, Nancy Hannon Murphy.

Michael J. Houlihan '79 passed away March

7, 2004. He leaves his father, Thomas Houli-

han; his mother, Claire Houlihan; and daugh-

ter, Alexandra, of Milton, MA.

Gregory Konstantakos '70 passed away
February 13, 2004. He is survived by his wife,

Irene L. Konstantakos; a son, Peter; and

two daughters, Diana Ramsey and Mary Kon-

stantakos.

Sager T. McDonald '40 passed away July 29,

2004. He leaves his daughter, Ann Miller.

Troy T. Murray '32 passed away February 11,

2004. He leaves four children: Troy Y. Murray,

Louise M. Murray, William M. Murray, and

Mary E. Murray. His wife, Gretchen, passed

away in 1988.

Robert J. O'Brien '94 passed away April 4,

2004. He is survived by his parents, Maureen

Hogan O'Brien and Richard S. O'Brien; two

brothers, Matthew O'Brien and John Coster:

and two sisters, Maura Coyne and Molly

O'Brien.

Daniel Presnick '77 passed away January 22,

2004. He is survived by two sisters, Carole M.

Presnick, MD and Jane Presnick-Lyon; and a

brother, David M. Presnick.

Carl J. Smith '03 passed away March 13,

2004. He is survived by his wife, Linda Smith;

and two sons, David Smith and Stephen

Hevenor.

Send your Alumni Notes to:

Carol Thompson,Development and Law
Alumni Relations, Western New England

College School of Law, 1215 Wilbraham

Road, Springfield, MA 01119-2684 or

email cthompson@law.wnec.edu



Alumni Benefits and Services
As an alumnus/a of Western New England College School of Law,

the following benefits and services are available to you:

Networking with Ottier Alums

Networking opportunities for alumni include the Alumni

Receptions hosted by the School of Law at various

locations around the country, reunions, the Dinner for

Students and Alums of Color, and the Faculty/Alumni

Book Discussion Group.

The Law Alumni Association is branching out and

would like your support and ideas in expanding our

alumni chapters. We are currently in the process of

forming chapters in Florida; Washington. DC: Boston;

and Springfield. To participate, please contact the Office

of Law Alumni Relations at 413-782-1311.

The Alumni Healtlifiil

Living Center

Law alumni are welcome to use the

world-class facilities of the AHLC

free of charge. Popular amenities

include the fitness center, pool, and

track. For details, call 413-782-1518

Alumni Association ID Card

The Alumni Association ID provides access to campus

resources including the Law Library and the Alumni

Healthful Living Center For details, call 413-782-1311

or email cthompson@law.wnec.edu.

Transcript Requests

Law transcripts are issued by the Student Records

Office at the School of Law. There is no charge for

this service. For more information, call the Student

Records Office at 413-782-1401 or visit

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni

Replacing a Diploma

If your diploma is lost or damaged,

you can replace it by calling

Student Administrative Services

at 800-325-1122 ext 2080

(A S30 service fee is required.)

Insurance Discounts

As a graduate of Western New
England College, you may

qualify for a special group dis-

count on your auto, home, and

renter's insurance. For details,

tel.: 413-782-1311 or visit

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni

Alumni Affinity Credit Card

The College offers enrollment

in an affinity credit card. For

every purchase you make with

the card a percentage will be

donated to the College. For

details call the Development

and Alumni Relations Office

at 413-782-1311.

Career Services

Alumni seeking jobs or looking

for qualified candidates can take

advantage of the free lifelong ser-

vices available through the Office

of Career Services. Through

reciprocity agreements with

over 50 law schools across the

country, we can connect you to

thousands of job opportunities.

For more information, call

413-782-1416 or email

jobpost@law.wnec.edu

Continuing Legal

Education Programs

Our highly successful CLE

Programs have covered topics

ranging from probating an

estate to trying OUI cases.

All alums get a discounted

rate of $80. For details, visit

www.law.wnec.edu/public

Ttie Development and Law

Alumni Relations Office serves

as a resource to our members,

committees, and regional

chapters. Feel free to

contact Carol Thompson at

413-782-1311 with questions

about benefits, events, or

volunteer opportunities.

Alumni Finder and

Alumni Website

Use our website to

receive news from the

School, access library

resources, or find

other Western New Eng

land College School of Law alums

through our "Alumni Finder"

feature Visit www.law.wnec.edu/alumni.

Courses in the School of Law may be audited on

a space-available basis with the permission of

the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs by an

alumnus/a who has completed the J O. degree

at Western New England College School of Law.

For details, call 413-782-1262 or visit

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni.

Western New England Law Review

Alumni Subscription $10.00
(save $5.00)

Please enclose payment with your order.

SEND REQUESTS TO:

WESTERN NEW ENGLAND
LAW REVIEW
1215 Wilbraham Road

Springfield MA 01 11 9-2684

or call 413-782-1311

The College Bookstore

There's no better way to

proudly display your law

school connection than

with a shirt or memento

from the College Bookstore.

For more information, call

413-782-1284 or visit

www.wnec.bkstr.com

Alumni Publications

Alumni of the School of

Law receive the full-color

Perspectives magazine twice

a year and the newslet-

ter Law Sctiool Digest j'

three times a year. The
/ ^

monthly Law School i

Minute is an email

newsletter designed

to inform alumni of
, 5

current news. '5

5;

Learn more about alumni benefits at:

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni

School of Law Library

Free access to Western

Massachusetts' only law

library is an outstanding alumni

resource. For hours or informa-

tion, call 413-782-1457 or visit

the School of Law website at

http://www.law.wnec.edu/library

40

D'Amour Library

The D'Amour Library serves

as a valuable resource to

alumni undertaking professional

research or expanding their

personal reading enjoyment.

Alumni I.D. card required.

Call 413-782-1535 or visit

http://ljbrarjes.wnec.edu.
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:tives
Western New I-.ngland College \\ commilicd to the prin-

ciple of equjj npporiunily in education jnd employ-

menl. The College does not discritninale on the basis of

sex, race, color, creed, national origin, age, religion, sex-

ual orientation, veteran status, or disability in admission

to, access to, treatment in, or employment in its pro-

grams and activities. The following person has been

designated lo handle inquiries regarding the College's

nondiscrimination policies: The Executive Director of

Career and Human Resources, Western New Kngland

(x>llcge, 1215 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 01 1 19-

2684. Inquiries concerning the application ot nondis-

crimination policies may also be referred to the

Regional Director, Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Depart-

ment of Education, I.W. McCormack RO.C.H., Room

222. Boston MA 0 2109-4557.

Perspectives is a publication of Western New
England (x)llcgc School of I-aw.
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Subscription

Alums
Non-Alums

$10."

$15.-

VOLUMES 1-25
These may be obtained from

William S. Hein & Co., Inc.

1285 Main Street

Buffalo, NY 14209
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1,2 Alumni Board Meeting

9 Admitted Students

OPEN HOUSE,

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

16 Ambulance Chase Race

8:00 a.m. registration

at School of Law

19 New York City Reception

Skadden Arps, Times

Square, Conde Nast

Building, 6-8:00 p.m.

21 Dean's Awards Tea

Law School Lobby

4-6:00 p.m.

26 CLE "Patriot Act

Resolution," S. Prestley

Blake Law Center,

4-7:00 p.m.

Philadelphia Reception,

Schnader Harrison Segal

& Lewis, 1600 Market

Street, Philadelphia

6-8:00 p.m.

18 Dial-a-Lawyer, Campus

Center, 3:30-7:30 p.m.

21 Commencement,

Symphony Hall, 9:30 a.m.

RED SOX Game

Red Sox V. Angels

SOLD OUT

17 RED SOX Game
Red Sox V. Oakland A's

SOLD OUT

24 Reunion—Classes 1960,

1965, 1970, 1975, 1980,

1985, 1990, 1995, 2000

27 Tanglewood Film Night

with John Williams

and special guest

Josh Groban

visit Jw.law.wnec.edu
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